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New Year’s Resolutions 
 Each January gyms and fitness centers fill up, health food sales increase and running shoes, 
sweat pants, and yoga mats fly off the shelves.  It’s the New Year, 2010—a new decade!  It’s a 
chance to make a fresh start, to do the things you’ve been putting off.  It’s a time to make a 
commitment to changing the things you’ve been meaning to change.  Sometimes these things stick, 
and sometimes not.  But this year I’m going to make a commitment to you.  This year we will dive 
into Scripture, dwell in God’s Word, and teach the Bible. 
 Now you may be thinking to yourself, “Isn’t that what we always do at church?  Isn’t that a 
little obvious?”  To which I reply, “You would think so!”  But in churches across our country there 
are members who do not know their Bibles.  There are life-long church-goers who have little idea 
about what the Bible actually says, aside from the Sunday School stories and the brief snippets they 
hear in church on Sunday morning.  Did you know that on Sundays when we use the Revised 
Common Lectionary (the Old Testament, Psalm, New Testament, and Gospel readings) we read less 
than 4% of the Old Testament (not counting the Psalms) and less than 40% of the New Testament!!  
And that is over the 3-year cycle of the Lectionary, which means every third year, we read the same 
readings again. 
 By following the Lectionary, we do get the chance to become more familiar with some parts 
of Scripture because they get repeated to us over and over throughout the years, but if that is all you 
ever hear, then you are missing out on well over half of the book that our Christian faith is based on!  
In fact, you will never even hear from the books of Judges, Ruth, Ezra, Esther, Song of Solomon, 
Lamentations, Obadiah, Nahum, Haggai and others. 
 So my New Year’s Resolution for 2010 is to commit to teaching the Bible, strange as it 
sounds.  Will we make it through the entire Bible in one year?  Probably not.  But together, we will 
move through Scripture, paying attention to the parts that we normally do not hear in worship and 
working at level that anyone can follow.  So I encourage you to join us for Adult Sunday School at 
9:ooam, and to get involved in other Bible studies that I am planning for this New Year.  So whether 
you’ve got seminary training and know Greek and Hebrew, or if you’ve never cracked a Bible before 
and don’t even own one, you’re invited to come and hear the Word of God for yourself, and hear 
what Christ has done for you.   
May God open our hearts and our minds and reveal Himself to us through his Word.  Amen. 
Peace in Christ and a Blessed New Year, 
 
Pastor Ben McIntire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Salem Church Council Minutes 

December 10, 2009 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Dennis Nardy with the following council members 

present: Chuck Eilers, Bert Henry, Gary Kessler, Chris Lane, Mike Linch, Sherri Nissen, Flossie 

Roberts, Lou Ann Snodgrass, Todd Stofferahn. Margaret Kneedler also attended. 

 

Devotions were led by Chuck Eilers 

M/S/C by Chuck Eilers and Flossie Roberts to approve the Nov. minutes. 

 

Pastor’s Report: written report presented by Pastor Ben in his absence 

a) One funeral, two baptisms, and 2 ï 5
th

 graders receiving first communion this month. 

Visitation of 11 members, 1 non-member family 

b) Used 1 week of vaction and 1 Sunday 

c) Pastor Danette Johns will visit with council, possibly in February. 

d) The Sparks program is off to a slow start and low attendance 

e)  ñYouthworksò summer mission trip is on hold unless a male chaperone is found. 

Sherri Boschee has volunteered as female chaperone. 

f) Pastor has attended two meetings with synod for First Call Theological Education. 

g) Pastor will be gone Dec. 9-11, Dec. 26-28, and Feb. 2-9
th

. These are all vacation days. 

Sunday, Dec. 27 is covered, and Sunday,February 7 will need to be covered.  

 

 

Treasure’s Report by Mike Linch.  

a) Roof project is under $1,350.  $450 has been received for the roof project, Memorial 

equal $3501.38, and $120 given to date for the Christmas offering. The church 

received $100 for hall rental during the Nov. election. 

b) Total expenses paid = $4, 351.76, general fund starting balance = $1,504.80 

c) $300 credit from Alliant Energy for budget utitlies. 

d) M/S/C Chuck Eilers and Todd Stofferan to pay $379 plus tax for the new 

snowblower. This is a cheaper quote than first received. 

M/S/C by Gary Kessler and Bert Henry to approve the treasureôs report 

 

Old Business:  

a) Credit card : Mike Linch will continue checking on a credit card for the church. 

b) M/S/C Chuck Eilers and Todd Stofferan to pay $379 plus tax for the new 

snowblower. This is a cheaper quote than first received. 

c) M/S/C Sherri Nissen and Gary Kessler to approve the purchase and installation of the 

west basement glass window for $410.16. Sherri Nissen has donated the $102.00 

expense for the confirmation picture project. Watch for the portfolios to be placed in 

Fellowship Hall upon completion. 

 

 

 

 

 



New Business 

a) M/S/C Sherri Nissen & Gary Kessler the cost of replacement doors at approximately 

$300 each, not to exceed $2,000 to be paid from replacement until the endowment 

committee meets for approval from the Eleanor Nelson Memorial fund. 

b) Donation from Helen Schadde estate of $13,400.00 to be used at council 

discretion/approval  

c) Annual meeting is set for Jan. 31. 

d) Budget meeting was cancelled due to weather ï no update 

e) Four out going council members ï names need to be presented at the annual meeting. 

f) Selander fund has $30.00 balance, Lutheran Magazine subscription is paid out of this 

for members. Annual bill of $132 is due. M/S/C Bert Henry and Sherri Nissen to pay 

this out of the general fund under miscellaneous for evangelism. 

g)  M/S/C by Chuck Eliers and Gary Kessler to close out the Salem Mixer Account of 

$327.20 and add it to special funds. 

 

Committee reports were presented: 

a) Christian Education: The Christmas program will be December 13 and Live 

Nativity/Soup Supper December 16.  

b) Church Property: Fire Marshall visit: need to replace five fire extinguishers and add 

use signs, need smoke and fire detectors. West door in Fellowship Hall needs to be 

free of clutter. See new business for other information. 

c) Social Ministry: Christmas families ï all gifts were purchased and given to Matura 

for distribution 

d) Worship and Music: meeting cancelled due to weather 

e) Finance: meeting cancelled due to weather 

 

M/S/C: Gary Kessler and Bert Henry to adjourn the meeting. 

 

The next council meeting will be Jan. 12 at 6:30pm.  Opening devotions will be led by Mike 

Richardson. The meeting adjourned and closed with the Lordôs Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Sherri Nissen, Council Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                 
01/02 Alice Swanson  01/12 Judy Kinkade  01/25 Aaron Paup 

01/04 Dick Bergstrom  01/14 Lynne Schlaht   Jesse Rath 

01/05 Sue Bergstrom   01/15 Nancy Groth   Deb Springer 

 Ben Herzberg   01/18 Hunter Sickels   Warren Woods 

01/07 Ann Levine   01/20 Helen Mosman 01/26 Jeremie Peterson 

01/08 Kyle Shaffer   01/23 Cory Rathe  01/27 Dick Johnston 

01/10 Jewel Baseley        

 Khouri Sherrod   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 01/10 Ron & Bonnie Johnson 

01/14 Bob & Louann Snodgrass 

01/23 Mark & Judy Kinkade 

01/27 Brian Newcomb & Jody Nedly-Newcomb 

 

 

 

 

Due to pastor being gone, church council will meet on Tuesday, January 12 th , at 

6:30 pm. 

 

Deadline is drawing near for information for the 2010 Yearbook.  

 

Salemõs Annual Congregational meeting is January 31st  following the worship  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A big thank you for all of the help with the Live Nativity and 

Soup Supper, the choir singing, the cooks in the kitchen, the 

parents for bringing their kidõs, the kidõs performing in the cold 

and everyone who came for soup and entertainment.  We had a 

successful evening, with over $400.00 raised that will go to the 

Camp Scholarship fund.  Thanks again everyone.  

 

 Thank you to all of the Sunday School children that performed at our 

Sunday School Christmas program.  You did great!  
 

 Sunday School will resume  on Sunday, January 10 th  at 9:00 am.  

 

Salem women, come hear about the Women of Faith in Des Moines.  Monica 

McIntire will be having an informational meeting following worship on Sunday, 

January 3, 2010.  

 

Thank you to everyone for the prayers, cards and lo ving support that youõve 

given to me and my family following our loss of Grandma Brinkman.  

  Monica McIntire  

 

A great big THANK YOU to everyone for the Christmas cards, gifts, the 

quilts from the quilting ladies, and all the Christmas blessings you have sh own to us.  

Youõve made our first Christmas a very special one.  Godõs blessings to you in this 

new year! 

 Peace in Christ,  

 Pastor Ben & Monica 

 
 

WOMEN OF ELCA 

JANUARY 2010 NEWSLETTER 

 

 Miriam Circle will meet on Thursday, January 7
th

, 5:30 pm at the church for a soup 

supper.  Claudia Peppers is hostess, Bev Butler will lead the Bible study and Carolyn Biere will 

be facilitator. 

 Rebekah Circle will meet on Thursday, January 14
th

, at 1:15 at Salem Lutheran Church.  

Rebekah Circle will have shut-ins in January since the circles will change months in 2010. 

 Our circle meetings are open to all women ad hope you will join us. 

 I wish each of you a great 2010 and thank everyone for all we accomplished in 2009. 

 

Bev ButlerðCo-President 

 


