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Who Needs the Church? 

 

When I did my clinical pastoral training at the Veterans Hospital in Minneapolis, I visited an old  

soldier who was crusty and hard-bitten, the kind of guy you’d want on your side in a fight.  I intro-
duced myself as a chaplain-intern and asked about his spiritual needs while he stayed in the VA  

hospital.  As part of my job, I was supposed to ask his religious affiliation and list it on his chart.  But 
instead, he told me he was “spiritual, but not religious.”  When we talked about this more, he told me 
that he didn’t believe in going to church, but he worshiped God on mountaintops and lakes, out in 
God’s creation. 

 

That’s all very well.  We can certainly worship God any time and in any place, not only in a church 
building!  But the church is much more than four walls and a roof with a steeple.  Like the children’s 
rhyme where you fold your hands together, “Here is the church, here is the steeple, open the doors and 
see all the people!  The church is about people, about relationships. 

 

The past few months, our congregations has been on a rollercoaster of joys and sorrows.  It is precisely 
these times that we need to be connected to one another in a community of faith so that we can pray for 
each other, give comfort, bring food, visit each other when there is sickness or mourning, and most im-
portantly continue to witnesses to the love of Christ for each other even in the face of tragedy. 

 

I heard the story of a professor at Luther Seminary, a few years  before I attended, whose wife died.  
After her death, he went to the seminary president saying, “I can’t teach any more, I’ve lost my faith.”  
But the president replied, “You may feel like faith is gone, but that is why w are here for you, so we 
can believe for you, until faith returns.” 

 

This is the importance of the church, not just the building or the services.  The church is God’s house 
and the people in it are God’s family, His children.  We are brothers and sisters in Christ.  And so I 
thank you for “being the church, especially for those in our midst who have lost loved ones, who have 
faced illness or injury, who have suffered in any kind of way—thank you for being the arms of Christ 
that hug and hold.  Thank you  for your words of comfort. 

 

 

  



And personally, thank you for “being the church” and uplifting Monica, Phoebe and me in the 

amazing and exhausting days of new parenthood.  I am so grateful for this church recognizing 

the importance of fatherhood and giving me these first four weeks to be home with my new fam-

ily as we make our new adjustments and get to know little Phoebe.  Thank you also, for your 

thoughts and prayers, gifts of baby stuff, diapers, food, and money for her education, and most 

of all for your loving welcome of this new child of God into our midst.  How wonderful to be 

able too share these highs and lows of life with a community of faith.  Thank God for the church, 

thank God for you! 

 

Peace in Christ, 

 

Pastor Ben 

Thank You!!! 
Thank you to all the Salem members who have done so much for us this past 

month since Phoebe was born!  There are no words for how much we appre-

ciate the gifts you’ve given to us and to Phoebe.  The clothes, toys, books, 

diapers, food, and college money are such a blessing!  Thank you to all the 

women who put on the baby shower on June 27th, and for everyone who at-

tended.  Salem, you really know how to make a pastor’s family feel loved!   

God bless you! 

Pastor Ben, Monica & Phoebe McIntire 



Salem Church Council Minutes 

June 10, 2010 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Dennis Nardy with the following council members  

present: Rayma Frank, Gary Kessler, Christ Lane, Mike Linch, Sherri Nissen, Mike Richardson, Flossie 

Roberts, Todd Stofferahn, Pat Grumley, Arlan Biere and Claudia Peppers, Margaret Kneedler, Betty Wa-

ger and Randy Cook were also in attendance. 

Devotions were led by Flossie Roberts. 

 

M/S/C by Arlan Biere and Gary Kessler to approve the May council minutes. 

Pastor’s Report: 

 A)  Visitation of ten members. 

 B)  “To Save A Life” movie event May 15th—had about 80 people attend, with good feedback 

         from those in attendance. 

 C)  Pastor would like to thank the council for allowing him parental leave to be with Monica and 

       Phoebe.  Molly VanderLinden gave the sermon on June 13th and Gary Boschee will be 

       preaching June 20th.  Pastor Ben will preach on June 27th, and return to work on June 30th. 

 D)  Pastor was approached by two college students, who met him at community events, and they 

       would like a Bible study and had hoped he would start one.  Pastor then spoke with the Dean 

       of Students at SWCC about ways to connect with them.  A Bible study will be begin in a  

       few weeks on Thursday’s at Adams Street Expresso. 

 E)  Pastor performed the wedding ceremony for Michael Buck and Amanda Miller on June 19th 

       at Salem. 

 f)  Pastor will be gone on Sunday, July25th to attend a friend’s ordination. 

 

Treasurer’s Report by Mike Linch 

 A)  The Memorial fund had approximately $ 23,000 to date. 

 B)  No activity in Special funds account. 

 C)  General Budget  $ 89.87 was spent on yearly mower maintenance at NAPA. 

 D)  New attendance pads were bought for $ 77.88. 

 E)  Expenses for June are $ 9,886.24.  At this time contributions are higher than budgeted, and 

       expenses are down from what was budgeted for the year. 

 f)  There is a carry over from last year, therefore, bills are being paid and we are operating in the 

      black currently. 

M/S/C by Gary Kessler and Sheri Nissen to approve the May treasurer’s report. 



Old Business:  none at this time. 

 

News Business: 

 A)  Election of Officers: 

       M/S/C by Todd Stofferhan and Sherri Nissen:  President Gary Kessler 

       M/S/C by Todd Stofferahn and Mike Richardson:  VP Arlan Biere 

       M/S/C by Sherri Nissen and Claudia Peppers:  Treasurer: Mike Linch 

       M/S/C by Arlan Biere and Gary Kessler: Secretary Sherri Nissen 

 B)  Choir Robes:  Betty Wager approached the council about robes.  Due to attendance, her  

       sister’s church in Illinois is disbanning and have relatively new choir robbers.  Betty had one 

       to show, and asked about looking into the cost of the robes.  Request approved  

       unanimously. 

 C)  Endowment:  Randy Cook gave an informational presentation on funds.  There ia a market  

       value of $ 237,530.  This includes funds from the Eleanor Nelson Estate, Salem’s Housing 

       Fund (sale of the parsonage) and various bonds.  There is currently approximately $ 10,000  

       readily available for projects.  Questions may be directed to Randy Cook and other members 

       of the Endowment Committee. 

 D)  Remodeling project:  M/S/C by Pat Grumley and Chris Lane to move forward with the  

                  front door project, with it being done in phases.  The first phase will be replacing current 

         doors with glass, push button inside with eye/motion detector on the outside.  Completion of 

        phase one completed by winter.  Arlan Biere and the Property Committee will oversee this 

       project. 

 E)  Memorial Committee:  A newly formed committee will oversee the family requests and 

       spending of Memorial money and present to the council.  Pat Grumely will be in charge. 

 

Committee Reports:  None at this time.  Committees will reconvene in August. 

 

M/S/C by Sherri Nissen and Gary Kessler to adjourn the meeting. 

 

The next council meeting will be on August 12th at 6:00 pm.  Opening devotions will be led by Dennis 

Nardy.  The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Sherri Nissen 



July Birthdays 

07/01  Russell Wachter 

07/03  Baret Lane 

07/04  Phil Swanson 

07/04  Stacy Wood 

07/05  Gabriel Stofferahn 

07/05  Zachary Stofferahn 

07/07  Daniel Riley 

07/07  Frances Roberg 

07/07  Gavin Sickels 

07/07  Vic Wager 

07/08  Michael Springer 

07/09  Aaron Peterson 

07/10  Jean Western 

07/12  John Keuter 

07/13  Alex Cunningham 

07/14  Gary Jorgensen 

07/14  Jamie Stofferahn 

07/21  Bill Kunert 

7/22  Jessica Riley 

07/22  Troy Schroeder 

07/25  Ron Johnson 

07/27  Janet Eilers 

07/27  Sandra Sickels 

07/29  Mary Jo Foster 

07/31  Flossie Roberts 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

07/03  Dick & Jane Johnston 

07/04  OJ & Elaine Fargo 

07/04  Jerry & Sherri Nissen 

07/08  Warren & Judy Woods 

07/15  Bill & Barb Bjorn 

07/22  Larry & Claudia Peppers 

07/27  Ben & Helen Herzberg 

07/28  Bill & Carol Ott 

07/31  Todd & Suzie Stofferhan 

Mary Jo Foster 

Ella Groff 

Marge Hansen 

Janice Peterson 

Willard Peterson 

Mike Springer 

Don Toycen 



AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

08/03  Todd Stofferahn 

08/04  Chuck Taylor 

08/05  Joni Cook 

08/07  JoAnn Rathe 

08/09  Grant Wood 

08/13  Dylan Linch 

08/18  Skylar Cook 

08/18  Kerry Grumley 

08/18  Roberta Henry 

08/19  Ron Levine 

08/20  Joan Lienemann 

08/21  Joshua Henry 

08/21  Jacob Hitz 

08/25  Chuck Henry 

08/25  Alan Paup 

08/26  Samuel Soda 

08/28  Brenda Cook 

08/29  David Rathe 

08/31  Abbie Cook 

08/31  Zacary Sedlmayr 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES  

08/01  Thad & Sandi Sickels 

08/02  Tim & Barb Kenyon 

08/05  Dave & Gwen Buck 

08/10  Ray & Bev Courtney 

08/11  Tony & Peggy Cass 

08/12  Dennis & Becky Nardy 

08/15  Gary & Jannene Jorgensen 

08/16  Larry & Gracie Otten 

08/23  Andy & Jodi Hitz 

Sgt. Aaron Cunningham 

Chief Msgt. David Groff 

MGY Sgt, Mark Kinkade 

Str. Airman Travis Mathis 

SN3 Tony McNaught 

SW3 Beth Hollingshead 

SRA Zacary Sedlmayr 



MONDAY  7:30 ñ12:30  

WEDNESDAY 7:30 ñ12:30  

THURSDAY 7:30 ñ12:30  

FRIDAY 7:30 ñ12:30  

RESERVING FELLOWSHIP HALL 

If you would like to schedule an event in the 

Fellowship Hall, please contact the church 

office and talk with Margaret so that your 

date can be confirmed.  If she is not in, 

leave a message and she will get back to you.  

Also there is a calendar in the church office 

to check for available dates. 

Dear Salem Lutheran Congregation, 

 I want to extend my utmost gratitude and appreciation for the beautiful quilt 

that was given to me on behalf of the quilters.  They did a wonderful job on it and I 

could not have asked for a greater gift.  I want to thank all of the members of Salem 

for the kindness and support they have offered me through the years.  You have been 

there in hard times and happy times.  I always know that I can count on the people of 

Salem Lutheran for help.  Thank you very much for everything you have done for 

me.  

 Donovan Richardson 

 

Salem Quilters, 

 You are truly amazing.  My quilt is so beautiful.  I will treasure it always.   

Every time I look at it, I will think of my hometown church and all my blessings. 

 Thank you so much! 

 Mary Jo Schroder 

 

Salem Lutheran Church Members, 

 Thank you so much for the beautiful quilt.  I can’t wait to be able to use it in 

my own home.  I’ll know that I will always have the love of everyone at church no 

matter where I am. 

 Sean Snodgrass 




