
  S H A L O M   

COME ON IN 
 

 During my internship in South Dakota, I visited a couple who were both in their 80ôs.  On my 

visit to their home, I knocked on their front door  A moment later, the wife came out of the side door and 

said, ñCome on in Ben.  Next time though, donôt bother with the front door.  Front doors are for sales-

men.  The kitchen door is for friends.ò  Now thatôs hospitality! 

 

 The same principle ought to be true for us in Godôs house.  No matter which door we enter the 

church through, we should feel welcomed, loved, and like a part of Godôs family of faith.  I think Salem 

does a great job of making visitors and feel like old friends, and Iôve heard lots of testimony to this fact 

from visitors and new members in the past few months. 

 

 Lately the Property Committee, Church Council and the Endowment Committee have been in 

discussion about a new project in our church, which addresses the churchôs hospitality on  a very basic 

and functional level.  This project regards the remodeling of Salemôs front doors to be more accessible 

for disabled people, wheelchairs, and people with their hands full of casserole dishes, crockpots or  

Jell-o salads  On Sunday, May 23rd, there was an informal meeting after the worship service to explain 

what is happening with this project idea.  About thirty people attended the informational meeting, which 

means a lot of you probably donôt know about it yet. 

 

 The idea was proposed to the Church Council at the May meeting.  The Property Committee  

presented Rick Foster to the Council to deliver a bid on the remodeling project and answer questions.  

The bid was for a project to replace the current front doors with electric doors that operate on a button, as 

well as enclosing the outside area (underneath the roof overhang and the area where the fountain cur-

rently sits) to make a new coatroom and entry.  There would be an additional set of a automatic sliding 

doors, making the entry a buffer between the inside and outside of the church building, hopefully im-

proving the energy efficiency of our current door situation.  These changes would make entering our 

building easier for people with los of different needs or disabilities, which is a hospitality issue at heart. 

 

 As you know, any project like this has a price tag.  The bid we received was for $ 34,965, not in-

cluding floor tiles inside the new entry.  It is a big project, and discussion is necessary before we move 

ahead.  How would a new ñfront doorò help our ministry?  How will it look?  How will we pay for it?  

Does the whole project get done all at once, or in stages?  These are all questions that we will be looking 

at in the coming weeks.  As we discuss and plan, let us not forget to listen to the Holy Spirit guiding us 

to always think, act and speak in a way that points to the love of God shown in Christ Jesus, and let us 

continue to reflect that love in hospitality toward our neighbors. 

 

Peace in Christ, 

Pastor Ben  

 



Salem Church Council Minutes 

May 13, 2010 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Dennis Nardy with the following council members present: 

Gary Kessler, Chris Lane, Sherri Nissen, Flossie Roberts, Todd Stofferahn, and Warren Woods.  Pastor Ben 

and Margaret Kneedler attended as well as  Monica McIntire, Dorothy McNaught, Pat Grumley, Arlan 

Biere and Rick Foster. 

Devotions led by Gary Kessler. 

 

M/S/C by Gary Kessler and Warren Woods to amend and approve the April council minutes in Section A, 

Pastorôs report to say including funerals, not excluding. 

 

Pastorôs Report: 

 A) Visitation of 19 members 

 B) Bishop Last will visit and give the sermon on June 6th 

 C) Molly VanderLinden will give the sermon on June 13th and Gary Boschee on June 20th in 

  Pastorôs absence. 

 D) Pastor gave a brief report on Synod Assembly that he, Randy, Joni and Ryan Cook attended. 

 E) To Save A Life movie was presented to the area youth form the area churches on May 5th at 

  Presbyterian Church, with 85 in attendance.  It will be shown to the public  on Saturday, 

  May 15th. 

 F) Pastor gave a brief report on a new format he would like to use for Confirmation classes. 

 

Treasurerôs Report by Mike Linch 

 A) President Dennis Nardy gave the report in Mikeôs absence. 

M/S/C by Todd Stofferahn and Warren Woods to approve the April treasurerôs report. 

 

Old Business:  None at this time. 

 

New Business: 

 A) Pastor gave a brief review of the Synod Assembly:  To date the Assembly offerings total 

  $ 7,890, which will be split between Lutheran Services in Iowa and the Siouxland Lutheran 

  Mission Center. 

 B) A brief council meeting was held following church on April 25th approve Alma Swanson to  

  do the inside cleaning and Galen Zumbach to mow.  

  M/S/C by Warren Woods and Todd Stofferhan.  

 C) Discussion about outreach to absent members: Council rep for worship team will contact 

  members if they are on their list. 

 D) Several boxes of Communion trays and two offering trays were found while cleaning. 

  Pastor will look for a mission church to donate them to. 

 E) M/S/C by Sherri Nissen and Gary Kessler to purchase a new wireless mic for Pastor for 

  $ 405.53 with money coming from the Replacement Fund.  Warren Woods will order it 

  from Reiman Music.  Dorothy McNaught will take the broken mic., to have it repaired so 

  we have a spare. 

 

 

 

 



  

  F) Installation of new Council members will be on Sunday, June 6th; outgoing 

   members are Chuck Eilers, LouAnn Snodgrass, Flossie Roberts and Warren 

   Woods.  New members are Arlan Biere, Pat Grumley, Dorothy McNaught and 

   Claudia Peppers. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

 A) Christian Education:  met on May 4th.  Four youth will be confirmed on May 16th 

  and Sunday, May 23rd is Senior Recognition.  The last day of Sunday School was  

  May 9th.  Pastor discussed a new format he would like to use for Confirmation classes. 

 B) Church Property:  Arlan Biere presented a proposal from the Property Committee to 

  enclose the front entrance.  Rick Foster was the only bid received and he explained the 

  work that will be required and gave a break down of his bid.  Pat Grumley asked about 

  getting other bids and Arlan stated he spoke with five or six local contractors and  

  Foster Construction was the only one that gave a bid.  Dorothy had questions regarding 

  tile which was answered by Mr. Foster.  M/S/C Sherri Nissen and Gary Kessler for  

  the council to bring the information to the congregation, Sunday, May 23rd, the  

  proposal from the Property Committee to enclose the front entrance.  This will 

  include make it handicap accessible and energy efficient with push button sliding  

  doors, and more space for coats. 

 C) Social Ministry: met on May 4th.  Currently there are no projects.  A discussion about 

  Outreach to college students was held.  This will be revisited in the fall.  The  

  committee will be looking into doing a new Pictorial directory. 

 D) Worship and Music: met on May 11th.  Services for confirmation and graduation 

  was discussed.  It was decided to leave the worship times as they are so there is 

   consistency for new members and guests. 

 E) Finance held a short meeting on May 10th.  There is some concern about the money 

  carried over at the end of each month is quickly dwindling.  We need to watch this, 

  especially going into summer. 

 

M/S/C by Sherri Nissen and Gary Kessler to adjourn the meeting. 

 

The next council meeting will be June 10th.  Opening devotions will be led by Flossie Roberts.  The  

meeting adjourned and closed with the Lordôs Prayer. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Sherrie Nissen, Council Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       June birthdays  

 

06/02 Dave Buck 

06/04 Cliff Olsen 

06/06 Colby Burg 

06/06 John Rose 

06/07 Carol Ott 

 06/07 Julie Schaffer 

06/10 Tony Cass 

06/12 Floyd Nesbit 

06/14 Ella Groff 

06/14 Breta Kinkade 

06/22 Richard Engleson 

06/24 Codie Cook 

06/25 Judy Woods 

6/27 Sherri Nissen 

 

 

 

 JUNE  

 ANNIVERSARIES  
06/04  Vic & Betty Wager  

06/21  Don & Bev Butler  

06/23  LaVerne & Joyce Anderson  

06/23  Pastor & Monica McIntire  

06/24  Chuck & Jan Eilers  

6/27  Lanny & Donna Cunningham 

06/30  Dave & Barb Riley  

 
Don Toycen, Mary Jo Foster, Mike 
Springer, Ella Groff, Marge Hansen, Janice 
Peterson and Willard Peterson.  We ask 
God to send his Holy Spirit to comfort and 
strengthen these individuals. 
 
 

 

Sgt. Aaron Cunningham, Chief Msgt. David 
Groff, MGY Sgt. Mark Kinkade, Str. Airman 
Travis Mathis, SN3  Tony McNaught, SW3  
Beth Hollingshead, SRA Zacary Sedlmayr, --
We ask God to lead our young men and women 
who are protecting our country and serving in 
the Middle East.  Please keep our serviceper-
sons and the families of our military in your 
prayers. 



Nick Henry,  son of Chuck and Bert Henry, participated in wrestling his Freshman 

year.  He has been involved in Martial Arts since age three.  Nick is a Mixed Martial 

Arts (MMA) cage fighter and currently holds the belt for the 125 -pound Title for 

the Battleground Fights organization.  He has interest in the movie industry.  Nickõs 

future plans are undecided at this time and he will continue to work at McDonaldõs 

and pursue his MMA career.  

 

James Kennedy,  is a strong student who has been involved in many activities during 

his time at Creston Schools including track, soccer, wrestling and EAST; but his 

greatest love is music.  He has been a member of Creston bands since 5th grade and 

has participated in Jazz, Drumline, Marching Band, Concert Band and Choir through-

out high school playing guitar, bass, trombone and percussion and singing.  He has won 

numerous outstanding soloist awards at jazz competitions and has participated in 

Drake Honor Jazz Band.  Last Fall he enjoyed a main cast role in òGreaseó at CHS.  

As a singer/songwriter James has performed his songs at Mars Cafe and House of 

Bricks  in Des Moines.  The Cellar in Winterset and other venues and hopes to purse a 

career as a performer.  James has been accepted to University of Iowa and may  

continue his education there...if he isnõt happily gigging with a band on the road first. 

Jane McKinney is James very proud mom.  

 

Donovan Richardson, has participated in marching, concert, pep and jazz band as well 

as drumline the past four years.  He has been a three year member of vocal, National 

Anthem Singers and Madrigals.  He received the Best Supporting Actor award in 

Thespians for his role as òMariusó in òLes Miserables.ó  This year he was a cast in the 

lead role of òDanny Zukoó in the musical òGrease.ó  He has been a six year member of 

Y.A.C.C, Sophomore and Senior Class President and in Student Government.  Donovan 

has been active FFA member for four years, serving as Secretary and President of 

the Chapter as well as the SC District Treasurer.  He has received many awards at 

the District, State and National level for his four year involvement in various  

Leadership contests.  Donovan has been actively involved in 4 -H for nine years serv-

ing as a member of the Union County Council and SW Area 4 -H Council and has won 

many awards at both the County and State levels.  He received the Chris Pokorny and 

Marie Winkler Leadership Award and a Platinum Award for outstanding record book.  

Donovan was selected to receive a World Food Prize International internship and will 

be traveling to Beijing, China for two months to complete research at the Chinese  

Academy of Agricultural Science.  In the fall he will begin his college experience at 

SWCC and then transfer to ISU to major in Food Science & Technology focusing on  

Research & Development.  Mike & Lacey Richardson are the proud and busy parents 

of Donovan. 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES  



Mary Jo Schroeder,  during high school Mary Jo has been active in vocal, plays, a member of 

the Thespians, worked with publications, year book staff member and a mentor.  Mary Jo was 

on the honor roll all four years at CHS.  She has been a football manager for two years and on 

the bowling team for four years, she and the bowling team went to state her senior year.  Mary 

Jo has and still is working at Dairy Queen.   This fall she will be going to Indian Hills   

Community College in Ottumwa, attending the Radiology Technology program.  Mary Joõs parents 

are Troy and Donna Schroeder.  

 

Sean Snodgrass,  the son of Bob and LouAnn Snodgrass, was activity in band for three years, 

jazz band for 1 year, vocal for two years, golf for two years and EAST for two years.  His  

future  plans are to attend SWCC and continue working at HyVee.  

 

Jacob Baker,  son of Chuck and Dawn Logston,  participated in football is Freshman year.  He 

plays drums and was involved in band for three years.  Jacob was also in speech, drama, and 

school plays.  He plans to attend SWCC in the fall.  

 

 

 

Damian Richardson, son of Mike and Lacey Richardson, graduated from Iowa State University 

on May 8th.  He received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Horticulture with a Turfgrass Man-

agement Option from the  College of Agriculture.  Damian has been involved in several leader-

ship experiences while at Iowa State including: Horticulture Club, Turf Club, and is a member 

of the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America.  Damian is a member of the Alpha 

Gamma Rho Fraternity and has served as Varieties Co -Chair as well as a participant and as the 

Vice Noble Ruler of Scholarship.  Damianõs plans after graduation include a six month internship 

at the Hong Kong Golf Club in Hong Kong, China where he will be involved in all aspects of golf 

course management as they prepare for the Hong Kong Golf Tournament in November, 2010.  

 

 

 

COLLEGE GRADUATE 



JUNE 2010 NEWSLETTER 

 

 Summer has arrived so there will be no circle meetings during June, July or August. 

  

 Joyce Anderson and Carolyn Biere will be attending the annual Western Iowa Synodical 

Womenôs Convention at St. Paulôs Lutheran Church in Atlantic, on June 26th.  Carolyn will be our 

voting delegate  Cluster 13 is responsible  for coffee, drinks and snacks for both morning and after-

noon at the Convention.  Let Joyce know if you are willing to furnish something for this.  Call Joyce 

at 782-502.  Registration is free to Salem women who plan to attend this convention.  Please consider 

in attending.  Salem women send $ 200.00 for the convention offering which will be divided half to 

Churchwide.  The other half divided equally three ways to Womenôs Seminary Scholarship Fund, Lu-

theran Services of Iowa and CAD (Center doe Agricultural Development.  A $ 25.00 in Kind Gift will 

go to Lullaby Foundation, which raises dollars for organizations and agencies that work with children 

and their families.  Blankets, babies to full size, either purchased or homemade are also welcome.   

 A Regional fall training for Unit and Cluster officers will be on Saturday afternoon, August 

28th in Red Oak. 

 If anyone has news or concerns for the women during the summer please contact  

Bev Butler at 782-4050. 

 Have a great summer and we will resume in the fall. 

 Bev Butler 



   

  In the happy moments, praise God 

  In the difficult moments, seek God. 

  In the quiet moments, trust God. 

  In every moment, thank God. 

 

This is the saying on the beautiful candleholder I received dur-

ing the service on Sunday, May 16th.  I was truly surprised to 

hear Raquel call my name and very humbled when she thanked 

me for my puppet lessons.  I feel very blessed to be part of 

this congregation.  I am most blessed that Kid Squad and  

puppets have given me time with our wonderful youth.  Thank 

you for blessing me.  

 Bert Henry   

 

ñTHE BRONZE BOWò 

BY Elizabeth Speare 

 

 Itôs an old story,  2,000 years old, as a matter of fact.  THE BRONZE BOW  is a story that you 

have heard about before, even if you have never read this book.  Thatôs because it is the story of Jesus 

of Nazareth told from a new perspective.   In this book, you will see the ancient world of Israel through 

the eyes of Daniel, a poor boy growing up in Galilee.  His father is crucified by Roman soldiers and he 

is left to care for his grandmother and sister.  Because of his rage over his fatherôs execution, Daniel 

joins the Zealots, a band of Jewish rebels, who are intent on driving  the Roman army out of Israel.  

About the same time, however, Daniel learns of a rabbi who is teaching a different less; a lesson of 

peace.  Time and time again, Daniel is drawn to these new teachings, only to turn away confused and 

disappointed by this rabbiôs lack of action in  opposing  the Roman soldiers. 

 

 This story is about Danielôs tormented journey from a blind, confining hatred to his acceptance 

and understanding of love.  In 1962, the book won the Newberry Medal for American Literature of 

Children, but even adults who are very familiar with Jesusô story from the Gospels will appreciate 

the new insight and perspective on life in Israel during those ancient days.  If you are interested in  

reading THE BRONZE BOW, stop in to pastor Benôs office! 

 

By Pastor Ben 



 

 Salem Lutheran Church and First Presbyterian Church are planning an exciting adven-

ture that will provide fun, memorable Bible -learning activities for kids age four through 5th 

grade.  Each day kids will sing catchy songs, play teamwork -building games, nibble tasty treats, 

experience Bible adventures and create fun Bible crafts.  

  

 High Seas Expedition is July 11 -16.  Kids will meet at First Presbyterian Church each 

day from 6:00 pm unitl 8:30 pm.  On the final night we invite everyone to an ice cream social 

while the kids show off what they  learned and created throughout the week.  

 

 To help us collect information early on, we ask you to preregister your child or  

grandchild.   There forms in the back of the church to fill out.  Put the completed form for 

each child in VBS Director Raquel Linchõs church box. 

 

 Please bring any empty and clean Pringles cans to the church for one of our crafts.  

There is a box in the back of the church for the Pringles cans and other VBS supplies.   

 

 We could also use more helpers for VBS.  We need help with the nursery, preschool, 

crew leaders and registration.  We will be having a short meeting for all leaders and helpers on  

June 29th at 6:00 pm., to go over everyoneõs roles and finalize plans.  Contact Raquel Linch at 

782 -5482 with any questions or to volunteer.  Thanks!!  



Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is sponsoring a day at Adventureland for 
Thrivent members and their families on Saturday, June 26th.  The price of 
each ticket is $ 15.00 which includes a new water park with slides and  
falling water.  The price does not include lunch.  The tickets must be  
ordered by June 1st, if you are interested talk to Bev Butler  




