
As you have no doubt noticed, the newsletter looks a little different this month.  Maybe it is no surprise to 

you that along with a new pastor come a few changes.  Hopefully those changes are for the better!  And 

so, it seemed like our church newsletter needed a facelift.  We are now using a different program to cre-

ate the newsletter which allowed us to improve the look and format, as well as organize the information 

better and include more photos from the life of Salem.  For those of you who receive the newsletter by 

email, all this will be in color too. 

 Another thing that was missing from our newsletter was a name.  Since our church is called Salem 

Lutheran, meaning “peace” from the Hebrew word shalom; it seemed like a good choice to call our news-

letter by this ancient greeting.  When used as a greeting, shalom means something very close to “Peace 

be with you.”  You will even notice the newsletter’s logo which is a blue circle with Shalom written in He-

brew script.  This new name and logo not only reflects who we are at Salem, but perhaps it will also con-

tinue to shape our identity as a congregation where members and visitors can encounter the peace of 

Christ as well as a peaceful house of worship amidst the swirl and chaos of daily life. 

 It is my hope that with our new format, we will be able to include a few new items in the newsletter 

as well.  One such piece is a monthly book review of some helpful Christian literature.  Sometimes these 

will be written by me, but I hope you will be willing to contribute from your own reading as well!  (Thank 

you to Lamona for writing the first of these book reviews in this May letter.)  If you have an idea for any 

other kind of article or news item, please let me or Margaret know.  You can email us at pas-

tor@salemluth.net or salem@salemluth.net.  

 I know what a wonderful ministry and witness this congregation provides in this community al-

ready.  I hope that this new Shalom Newsletter will continue, encourage, and support your voice and living 

out of the Gospel in Creston and the whole world through our increasingly connected lives by personal 

interaction, telephone and internet.  It is a quickly changing society that we minister to, and the more we 

can use the tools we have available, the better we can reach our neighbors with the “Peace that passes 

all understanding, in Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Shalom, 

Pastor Ben 

C R E S T O N ,  I O W A  

  S H A L O M   

SHALOM: Peace Be With You 
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 Don Toycen, Mary 
Jo Foster, Mike 
Springer, Ella Groff, 
Marge Hansen, 
Janice Peterson and 
Willard Peterson.  We 
ask God to send his 
Holy Spirit to comfort 
and strengthen these 
individuals. 

 

 

 

  

Sgt. Aaron Cunningham,  

Chief Msgt. David Groff, 
MGY Sgt. Mark Kinkade, 
Str. Airman Travis 
Mathis, SN3  Tony 
McNaught, SW3  Beth 
Hollingshead, SRA 

Zacary Sedlmayr,--We 
ask God to lead our 
young men and women 
who are protecting our 
country and serving in 
the Middle East.  Please 
keep our serviceper-
sons and the families of 
our military in your 
prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

 . 

 

 

 

BIRHDAYS     

Donna Swanson May 2nd 

Chris Anderson May 4th 

Jason Peppers  May 4th 

Abagail Weuebker May 5th 

Mike Miller  May 6th 

Liz Kenyon  May 7th 

Pastor Ben McIntire May 7th 

Tim Kenyon  May 9th 

Betty Wager  May 15th 

Janice Peterson May 24th 

Helen Herzberg May 27th 

Judy Eklund  May 28th 

Brenda Sedlmayr May 30th 

P R A Y E R  R E Q U E S T S  

Page 2   S H A L O M   

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Don & Eleanor Toycen May 1st 

Troy & Donna Schroeder May 4th 

Don & Helen Mosman May 6th 

Gary & Carol Peterson May 12th 

Bill & Sarah Bolinger  May 18th 

Arlan & Carolyn Biere May 19th 

Jeremie & Heather Peterson May 27th 

Mike & Lacey Richardson May 27th 

Dick & Sue Bergstrom May 30th 

Byron & Lamona Bilderback May 30th 

Marc & Deb Roberg  May 31th 



S A L E M  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  C O U N C I L  M I N U T E S :  A P R I L  8 ,  2 0 1 0  
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The meeting was called to order by President Dennis Nardy with the following members present: Chuck Eil-

ers, Rayma Frank, Bert Henry, Gary Kessler, Chris Lane, Mike Richardson, Flossie Roberts, Todd Stofferahn 

and Warren Woods.  Also in attendance was Pastor Ben, Mike Linch and Margaret Kneedler and visiting was 

Dorothy McNaught. 

Devotions was led by Todd Stofferahn. 

Motion/Second/Carried by Chuck Eilers and Chris Lane to approve the March minutes. 

Motion/Second/Carried by Gary Kessler and Mike Richardson to approve the March Treasurerôs report given 

my Mike Linch. 

Pastorôs Report: 

 A)  Visitation of 14 members not excluding funerals. 

 B)  Conformation going well.  There are four 8th grades to be confirmed on May 16th. 

 C)  Pastor talked about the movie ñTo Save a Lifeò.  The pastorôs of the Ministerial Alliance are  

       trying to get the movie about suicide, drugs and teen pregnancy shown in the community with a 

       a seven week follow up.  The plan is to show it the first of May. 

 D)  Pastor Ben, Randy, Joni and Ryan Cook will be attending the Synod Assembly May 1st and 2nd. 

 

Old Business: 

 A)  There is a need for a Worship Leader for Sunday, May 2nd when Pastor is gone. 

 B)  Pastorôs ñleave timeò will place no extra cost on the church.  Pastor  is planning on being to lead  

      Worship services every Sunday and do two of the four sermons.  The other two services will lead by 

      a member of the church.  Pastor will do any funeral or wedding during that time.  He will also do  

      communion and cover emergencies.  Visits will be done by members. 

 C)  Motion/Second/Carried by Todd Stofferahn and Mike Richardson to have Clean Up Day, May 1st, 

       being at 8:00 am, bring cleaning supplies, buckets, mops and brooms to clean the inside of the 

       church.  Bring whatever tools to clean the grounds. 

 

New Business: 

 A)  Alma Swanson has shown interested in cleaning the church.  Gaylen Zumbach is interested in  

       mowing and doing snow removal after the Pepperôs retire April 30th.  Motion/Second/Carried 

       by Todd Stofferahn and Bert Henry that the Executive Committee to visit with Alma and Gaylen 

       about these positions.  The next meeting of the Finance Committee will discussion the salaries. 

       Larry Peppers is putting together a job description. 

 B)  Synod Assembly is challenging the delegates attending to bring an offering of $ 1.00 per member. 

       There will be a second passing of collection plates on April 25th., for that special offering for the 

       Cookôs to take with them.  Half will to LSI and the other half to the ministry in Sioux City. 
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Committee reports were presented. 

 

Christian Education 

 A)  Discussed ideas for Confirmation.  Pastor talked to other pastorôs in the ELCA on how to  

       keep kids coming to church after confirmation.  Christian Ed will present ideas to the  

      Council. 

 B)  They discussed new curriculum and possibly doing Adult Ed, childrenôs Sunday School and 

       the sermon all on the same subject. 

 C)  Next meeting will be May 4th, at 4:30 pm. 

 

Church Property 

 A)  They are looking at the east doors as well as all the other doors.  They are going to get a  

        couple of bids on the east doors. 

 B)  Discussed the leak.  They are not sure if they are new or old stains. 

 

Social Ministries 

 A)  Discussed food drives and the recycling area in town.  The church now has a recycling bin 

       In the kitchen. 

 B)  They are planning a care package for the military. 

 C)  The Open Table had a cancellation, but with such short notice they were unable to do it. 

 D)  Next meeting is May 4th, at 630 pm. 

 

Worship & Music  

 A)  Discussed Easter. 

 B)  Next meeting will be May 11th. 

 

Motion/Second/Carried by Chuck Eilers and Gary Kessler to adjourn the meeting. 

The next Council meeting will be May 13th, at 6:00 pm.  Opening devotions will be led by Gary 

Kessler.  The meeting adjourned and closed with the Lordôs prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Rayma Frank.  

TO SAVE A LIFE: Movie Event 
When: Saturday, May 15th τ 6:30pm 

Where: SWiCC Theater & YMCA 

What:  This is an event for middle school and high 

school youth to see the movie and to talk about the 

issues facing teens today including suicide, peer 

pressure, love, parents, drugs and alcohol.  Together, 

we can encourage students to make good choices. 

What else:  FREE Admission and FREE PIZZA!!! 
Sponsored by the Union County Ministerial Alliance 



Miriam Circle will meet a the home of Carolyn Biere on May 26th at 6:00 pm for 

a picnic supper.  Carolyn Biere will furnish the meat, drink and table service.  

Each member will bring a dish to share.  Pastor Ben will lead the bible study 

and Judy Woods will be the facilitator. 

Rebekah Circle will meet in the Fellowship hall on May 13th, at 1:15 pm.  Pat 

Grumely and Flossie Roberts will be the hostess’s and Pastor Ben will lead the 

bible study. 

We wish to thank the family of Travis Henry for their donation for serving the fu-

neral lunch. 

Salem’s spring sale was held on Friday, April 16th and was a huge success.  A 

big thank you for everyone who donated baked items, food, plants, sale articles 

and many hours of time.  This is the only money making project for the Salem 

women to support many organizations and events. 

The WIWO convention will be on June 26th, at St. Paul Lutheran church in At-

lantic.  Joyce Anderson and Carolyn Biere will attend, with Carolyn being Sa-

lem’s voting member. 

 

Bev Butler 

Co-Chair, Salem Women of the ELCA 
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BOOK REVIEW BY LAMONA BILDERBACK 
MY SONñMY SON 
A GUIDE TO HEALING AFTER DEATH, LOSS OR SUICIDE 
BY IRIS BOLTON WITH CURTIS MITCHELL 

Iris Bolton is a grief therapist and the director of The Link Counseling center, a non-profit center, in Atlanta, 

GA.  She received a masterôs degree form Emory University where she majored in Suicidology. 

 

The author knows what it is like to lose someone.  Her twenty old son committed suicide.  In the book she 

shares how she and her family dealt with their grief, anger and guilt after the death of their loved one.  She 

tells how the reactions of people, when they heard of her sonôs death, were either helpful or very painful.  To 

quote the author, she said one aphorism came to mind: ñOne hug is worth a thousand words.ò 

 

A dear friend and psychotherapist, Leonard T. Maholick, M.D., P.C., came to be with the family as soon as 

heard of their sonôs death,  He explained to them what they would be experiencing as they dealt with this un-

timely death.  He told them there were two things he wanted them to remember: 

 1.  Make every decision together, work for a consensus, never exclude the children, discuss everything 

      equally regardless of age or experience. 

 2.  There is a gift in your sonôs death. 

 

A the author states, she understood the first request but she could not grasp the second statement.  As she goes 

through the grief process she shares how she reacted to this statement and how as time passed she understood 

what Dr. Maholick meant. 

 

As I read this book, I was able to have a deeper insight in how people deal with this type of grief and that  

everyone has a different way of handling it.  It is extremely important that family and friends are there to give 

love and support at this very difficult time.  The author shared her personal experiences and what she did to 

survive this excruciating time. 



We will be celebrating Communion on the third and fifth Sunday during May. 

The Salem ladies dedicated 103 quilts are Sunday, April 18th. They were packed and delivered to 

G&H in Greenfield who will transport them to St. Paul for us.  In addition to these, twelve quilts 

were sent to Beloit & Breemwood through Pastor Asmus when he was here to peach.  Eighteen 

quilts were given to our adopted Christmas families.   Two more were donated to auctions, raising 

money for our ELCA camps.  Twenty-five baby quilts made Lois Olsen were given to Greater Re-

gional Medical Center.  Our seven graduates will be given a special quilts in MAY.  Thank you to all 

who are involved in any way to continue this work in the Lord’s service. 

At the Women’s State Convention in Atlantic on June 26th, a collection of Bibles (in any condition) 

and cell phones will be taken.  They can be left in a box in the narthex. 

 

C H R I S T I A N  E D U C A T I O N  N E W S  

The last day of Sunday  School  and Adult Ed is May 9th.  We’ve loved teaching your children this 

past Sunday school year.  Thanks for sending them.  We’ll start back in September! 

 Confirmation is May 16th.  The Christian Education Committee will have a reception for the stu-

dents following the church service.  The following students will be confirmed:  Hunter Sickels, 

Jesse Rathe, Skylar Cook and Ryan Vasquez. 

Congratulations to our Confirmation students 

 

Mark July 11-16 on your calendar for VBS.  This year’s theme is High Seas Adventure.  Raquel will 

need lots of volunteers.  If you are able to help, let hew know. 

 

Page 7 



602 W. Townline Rd. 

Creston, IA  50801 

(641)782-2920 

Pastor Ben McIntire 

641-745-9894 

pastor@salemluth.net 

S A L E M  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  
 


