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Buried Treasure

Some of you may know that I am a huge fan of Caribbean history, especially the stories that involve pirates.
It’s especially appealing to think about sailing around the warm, green waters of the Caribbean Sea and visiting the
white sand beaches where palm trees sway in the breeze, while here we sit amidst twenty-foot snow drifts that
threaten to stick around until the 4" of July.

But when you read a lot of pirate histories and stories, you notice some common themes. There is the
notorious Captain, the talking parrot, the mutinous crew, the leaky old ship, and the treasure map with an X to mark
the spot. That’s right, no pirate tale is complete without the buried treasure.

In a way, that is how I think about Lent; especially an extra-snowy Lent. This is a church season sort of like
Advent, when we seem to be waiting for something, looking for something. And we are! Lent is the road to
Easter; like the sand covering the pirate’s treasure chest or the snow over the tulip bulbs that will one day burst
through the dirt and frost to bring color to our world once more. But even better than buried gold doubloons and
jewels is the Hope of Lent. On Easter morning, we will find that our “buried treasure” is no longer buried but risen
out into the light. We can be assured that there is light and hope at the end of Lent, just as sure as spring follows
winter (even if that’s hard to believe some days).

So let me leave you with some words of encouragement for the next few weeks of winter and Lent. As St.
Paul writes in Romans 15, “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through
endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God who gives endurance and
encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and
mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” We are not alone in this Lenten season, we
are not alone in suffering through this snowy winter, and we are not alone in seeking our “buried treasure” that was
raised up out of the tomb. God is with us through it all, and we have this congregation, this Christian community
to bear one another up and strengthen each other in faith. Thanks be to God!

Peace in Christ,

Pastor Ben
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Salem Church council Minutes
February 11, 2010

The meeting was called to order by President Dennis Nardy with the following council members present: Bert
Henry, Gary Kessler, Chris Lane, Mike Linch, Sherri Nissen, Mike Richardson, Todd Stofferahn and Warren
Woods. Pastor Ben attended, as well as members of the Mutual Ministry Committee: Tim Kenyon, Raquel
Linch and Carolyn Biere. Pastor Danette Johns from Western lowa Synod was also present.

Devotions were led by Dennis Nardy.

Pastor Danette Johns led us in discussion for First Call Theological Education. She gave members present a
questionnaire to complete and help guide us in discussion in regards to Pastor Ben’s call. Consensus was felt
that Pastor is a good fit for Salem with many positive things going on with the church as a whole. Pastor
Danette Johns dismissed herself from the meeting.

Regular council meeting resumed.

M/S/C by Warren Woods and Mike Richardson to amend the January council minutes to state that Margaret
Kneedler would receive a 5% salary increase and 10 days of vacation. M/S/C by Todd Stofferahn and Bert
Henry to approve the amended January council minutes.

Pastor’s Report:
a) Visitation of 15 members
b) Salem will host Lenten Services on March 7%
c) Pastor Ben will be guest Pastor at Holy Spirit Catholic Church on Good Friday at noon
d) Confirmation will be on May 16"

Treasurer’s Report by Mike Linch:
a) Salem Mixer’s account was closed out with remaining funds placed in Special Funds
for family fun nights.
b) Helen Schadde memorial of $ 13,881.61 was received. The Finance Committee recommends
paying off the remaining roof balance and placing the rest in the Endowment Fund.
M/S/C by Warren Woods and Bert Henry for council to move this to new business for discussion.
c) Memorial funds total approximately $ 23,000
M/S/C by Warren Woods and Gary Kessler to approve the Treasurer’s report.

Old Business: None at this time.



New Business:

a) Helen Schadde memorial of $ 13,881.61 was received. The finance committee recommends
paying off the remaining roof balance and placing the rest in the Endowment fund.
M/S/C by Warren Woods and Todd Stofferhan to pay the remaining $ 823.83 on the roof from Helen
Schadde and place the remaining balance in the Memorial Fund. Discussion: the family did not stipulate how
the money should be spent. By placing the money in memorial’s the Council felt it could be used to help fund
the replacement doors and entry way projects,

Committee reports were presented:

a) Christian Education: Met on February 2".
1) The next Family Fun Night will be Friday, February 26" at 6:00 pm
2) Brittany & Dylan Linch turned in early registration for camp
3) Bert presented a handout from the Western lowa Inspections for improvements to the
kitchen to be certified
4) Youth will be serving Easter breakfast on April 4™, volunteers welcome
5) Confirmation is May 16™ with four students being confirmed
6) Next meeting is March 2" at 4:30
b) Church Property; Some of the new locks have been put on and fire extinguishers are in place.
The committee is waiting for better weather to begin work on the doors.
c) Social Ministry; Open Table is booked with volunteers through this year.. Salem will fill in
if needed. Next meeting is March 2" at 6:30.
d) Worship & Music: Met February 10th
1) Ash Wednesday Service w/Communion is February 17"
2) Lenten Services will begin at 7:00 pm
3) The cross will be up Ash Wednesday through Easter.
4) There will be a 7:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Easter Service
5) Next meeting is March 9" at 5:00
e) Finance: no meeting
f) Other: M/S/C by Bert Henry and Gary Kessler for the Easter offering to be divided at
50% to Lutheran Services of lowa, 25% to Rural lowa Crisis Center and 25$ to the Ministerial
Alliance.
g) Western lowa Synod conference is May 1% and 2™

M/S/C by Warren Woods and Bert Henry to adjourn the meeting.

The next council meeting will be March 11™ at 6:30 p.m. Opening devotions will be led by Chris Lane. The
meeting adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer,

Respectfully submitted:
Sherri Nissen, Council Secretary



Salem Lutheran Church Annual Congregational Meeting Minutes
January 31, 2010

The meeting was called to order by President Dennis Nardy after determining there was a quorum. Pastor Ben
led the opening prayer.

M/S/C by Tim Kenyon and Lori Paup to approve the Annual Meeting agenda. Motion carried.
M/S/C by Pat Grumley and Gary Kessler to approve the 2009 annual meeting minutes. Motion carried.

M/S/C by Pat Grumley and Gary Kessler to approve the July 19, 2009 Special Meeting minutes. Motion
carried.

There was know discussion in reviewing the Annual Report.

President Dennis Nardy introduced nominees for new terms beginning in June 2010. Nominees are: Pat
Grumley, Claudia Peppers, Dorothy McNaught and Arlan Biere.

M/S/C by Chuck Taylor and Tim Kenyon to accept nominations of new council members,
M/S/C by Chuck Taylor and Tim Kenyon to cease nominations for new council members and by proclamation
nominees accepted without votes.

Mike Linch, Treasurer presented the budget.
Dorothy McNaught posed questions about the Memorial funds and interest being paid. Treasurer responded
that both accounts were receiving less than 1% interest.

M/S/C by Tim Kenyon and Pat Grumley to accept the 2019 budget report.

Mike Linch, Treasurer presented the 2010 proposed budget.

Questions/Concerns pertaining to the budget from Dorothy McNaught: Concerns Number of giving households.
Gary Boschee, Chuck Taylor and Rodney Mahn about the negative balance for spending. The above concerns
were answered or clarified by Mike Linch, treasurer.

M/S/C by Tim Kenyon and Pat Grumley to accept the proposed 2010 budget.
Pat Grumley discussed the issue that some services that are currently paid, used to be volunteer services.

New Business:
M/S/C by Mike Linch and Warren Woods to reaffirm the change in By-Laws: as voted on at the
February 8, 2009 annual meeting. Also to include the two articles listed below.

Article XVIII, Section 7, Item C: Eliminate the Committee of Evangelism

Avrticle X, Section 3, Notice of all meetings of this congregation—Currently we are required to use only regular
mail. We would like to add E-Mail.



M/S/C by Mike Linch and Sherri Boschee to adjourn the meeting. Pastor Ben led the benediction.

Respectfully submitted by Sherri Nissen, Council Secretary

Tl in Ggm Susan Young, Doris Lundquist, Don Toycen, Mary Jo Foster, Mike Springer, Ella Groff, Marge
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March 7, 2010

March 14, 2010
March 21, 2010
March 28, 2010

April 2, 2010

Hansen, Janice Peterson and Willard Peterson, We ask God to send his Holy Spirit to comfort
and strengthen these individuals.

Spec. Emily Cruse, Spec. Matthew Cruse, Major David Cruse, Sgt. Aaron Cunningham, Chief
Msgt. David Groff, MGY Sgt. Mark Kinkade, Str. Airman Travis Mathis, SN3 Tony McNaught,
SW3 Beth Hollingshead, SRA Zacary Sedimayr, Col. Vic Wager Ill, Joseph Woodcock-We ask
God to lead our young men and women who are protecting our country and serving in the
Middle East. Please keep our servicepersons and the families of our military
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Salem Lutheran Church
First Presbyterian Church
First United Methodist Church
Crest Baptist Church

Holy Spirit Catholic Church

Rev

Rev

Rev

Rev

Rev

. Jim Gubser
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. Scott Vandenheuval

. Ben Mclintire



03/01
03/03
03/06
03/09
03/10
03/11
03/14

Marilyn Engleson
Ryan Cook

Lori Paup

Dave Abildtrup
Raymond Courtney
Bob Snodgrass
Linda Mahn

03/16

03/19
03/20

03/21

03/25 Mike & Raquel Linch

BIRTHDAYS

Greg Cook

Gracie Otten
Suzanne Stofferahn
Gail Peterson

Zach Henry

Jan Nesbit

Jerry Nissen

ANNIVERSARY

03/21
03/23
03/25
03/28
03/29

Donovan Richardson
Peggy Cass

Nick Henry

Lois Rose

Roland Peterson
Eleanor Toycen
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If anyone would like to donate a lily for Easter
in memory of someone and would like to have it
mentioned in the Easter bulletin, please let
the church office know.

Dave Assmus from Lutheran Services of lowa will be our guest speaker on, Sunday 21 . He will
be doing a forum during the Adult Sunday School.

We will be celebrating Communion three times during March. Our regular times, the first and
third Sundays. On Wednesday, March24™, Pastor s sermon title is 0
Altaro. We felt it was appropriate to celebrate

The Easter offering  will be divided at 50% to Lutheran Services of lowa, 25% to Rural lowa
Crisis Center and 25% to the Min isterial alliance.

Easter Morning Breakfast

The youth will be serving a breakfast between the two Easter morning services. The Free Will
offering will go to the youth camp scholarship fund.

Family Fun Night fi Friday, March 26 ™ at 6:00 p.m

Family Fun Night is a great way to get everyone together in a fun, intergenerational setting.
We eat pizza, play games and just have a great evening. Bring along a favorite game, if you
want, or try one someone else enjoys. We hope to see you there.




Yearbook Updat e:

Donna Scheel
105 W. Howard St.
Creston, la 50801
641-782-8848

Andy Eklund
Sydney, Australia

Salem Sunday Services, Pastor Bends sermons, the
music are availableeach week after services on Salemds web
page by going to the web site. Sal embs website



WOMEN OF THE ELCA
MARCH 2010 NEWSLETTER

Miriam Circle will meet on March 4™, in the Fellowship Hall, beginning at pm. Donna Scheel will be
hostess, Becky Nardy will lead the Bible study and Claudia Pepper will be the facilitator.

Rebekah Circle will meet on March 11™ at 1:15 pm, in the Fellowship Hall. Donna Swanson will be the
hostess and Barb Bjorn will be the Bible study leader.

Salem quilter’s have sent a quilt for an auction in April, with proceeds going to Lutheran Lakeside
Camp. Another quilt will be sent for another auction, benefiting Riverside Camp, which Salem students attend.

Salem will be hosting the Ecumenical church service on Sunday, March 7™ and will serve a light supper
after the service. Pastor Ben will be guest speaker at Holy Spirit at noon on Good Friday.

Thank Boxes have been placed in all mailboxes again this year so we can show our Thanks fir all the
many blessings we receive. The boxes will be collected in November and all proceeds will be donated to
Global Health Ministries, which provides both spiritual and physical gifts worldwide.

The Spring Cluster meeting will be on Saturday, April 10" at Northbora. If interested in attending
contact Joyce Anderson.

The Western lowa Synod Women’s Organization Convention will be held June 26" at St. Paul Lutheran
Church, Atlantic, lowa.

Salem’s Spring Sale will be on Friday, April 16", from 8:00 to 5:00. If you find articles you don’t need
or want, please save them for our sale. We will also have a bake sale and a serve food.

Bev Butler
Co-Chair, Salem Women of ELCA



