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A Month of  Easters 

HE IS RISEN!!! 

 April is a month of Easter Sundays this year.  Easter Sunday itself falls on the first Sunday after the first full 

moon following the Vernal Equinox (first day of spring).  That means Easter can fall anywhere between March 22 

and April 25, so if you were thinking Easter was a little early this year, you were right.   

  But Easter is not only a celebration of one day.  The Easter season lasts fifty days until the celebration of 

Pentecost, when the twelve Apostles received the Holy Spirit and began to speak in a multitude of foreign 

languages.  So for seven weeks after Easter, we will especially remember the resurrection and Jesus’ appearance to 

many of his disciples. 

  It is fitting that we should be celebrating the resurrection of Our Lord and the new life he promises us at 

this time of year.  After all, it is spring.  New baby animals are being born on farms and in the woods, soon the grass 

will begin to grow, eggs will hatch and birdsongs will fill the air.  The earth itself will seem to be resurrected into 

new life all around us.  And this is both a sign and a comfort to us.  For those who earn their living from the earth 

and its fruits, it is a blessing which provides an income.  For those who mourn the deaths of loved ones, especially 

during the season of Lent, the Easter season is a reiteration of the Gospel promise.  As Jesus said to his disciples 

after he was raised from the dead, “In my father’s house there are many rooms, and I am going there to prepare a 

place for you!” (John 14:2) 

 Easter is our hope.  It is the Good News that Christ has triumphed over sin, death, and the grave.  Its iron 

bands could not hold him, and he has promised that he will come back again, to take his children home with him, to 

dwell with him in the house of the Lord forever. 

May God Bless you this Easter season, and give you peace and great hope! 

Peace in Christ, 

Pastor Ben 
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Salem Church council Minutes 

March 11, 2010 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Dennis Nardy with the following council members present: 

Rayma Frank, Flossie Roberts, Chuck Eilers, Warren Woods, Chris Lane, Mike Richardson, Todd Stofferahn, 

Gary Kessler, Bert Henry and Mike Linch.  Pastor Ben and Margaret Kneedler were also in attenadance. 

 

Devotions were led by Chris Lane. 

 

February minutes were approved.  Motion-Warren Woods; second Todd Stofferahn: all aye. 

 

Treasurer’s report was approved:  Motion-Todd Stofferahn; second-Chuck Eilers: all aye, 

 

Pastor’s Report: 

A) He made 12 visits in February 

B) He has received information regarding a retreat for 1
st
 call pastor’s in May or June.  It will be a  

a Friday and Saturday so he will not miss a Sunday for attending. 

C) He read the Synod guidelines concerning new parent leave time.  The guidelines are to grant six  

weeks paid time off.  The council decided to table this discussion until the April meeting so 

members can give some thought to how to handle services, visits, etc. 

D) He received a call from an organization called For the Poor.  They requested a chance to visit our 

congregation and present their mission. 

 

Old Business: 

A) Synod Assembly is May 1
st
 and 2

nd
 in Sioux City.  We can have two adult voting members plus 

Pastor.  We can also have one youth member under the age of 18.  We still need someone to attend 

to represent our church.  Pastor will be attending so we will ne a speaker for May 2
nd

 and will not  

have communion on the day. 

B) May communion will be on Confirmation Sunday, May 16
th

 and on the 5
th

 Sunday of the month, 

May 30
th

.  Graduation is May 23
rd

. 

 

New Business: 

A) Council President Dennis Nardy received a letter of resignation from custodian Claudia Peppers  

effective April 30, 2010.  Margaret will announce this employment opportunity to church members 

through the bulletin, e-mail and April newsletter.  She will look for a job description in the  

office.  The council thanks Claudia and husband Larry for their many years of service. 

B) A suggestion was made to hold a spring clean-up day in April.   An announcement will be made 

when a date has been chosen. 

C) President Dennis Nardy presented information given him regarding Thrivent Choice, an 

opportunity to receive charitable funds that can help our organization’s mission and research 

Motion to enroll in Thrivent Choice: motion-Chuck Eilers; second-Warren Woods: all aye. 

 

   

 

 



Committee Reports: 

 Christian Education: 

a)  The next Friday Fun Night will be March 26
th

.   We encourage all to attend and to remember 

that this is not just for families with young children. 

b)  The youth will be serving Easter breakfast with proceeds to the camp scholarship funds. 

They will be serving French toast sticks, breakfast casseroles and fruit between services  

from 8:30-10:00 am. 

c)  A middle school/high school fun evening will be on Sunday, April 18
th

.  More details 

will be announced in April.   

d)  We would like to increase our Sunday School attendance numbers.  Children will be 

encouraged to bring a friend.  We have a good curriculum and are blessed with many good 

teachers so are open to other ideas to help get the children here. 

 Church Property: 

a)  New fire extinguishers are up. 

b) There seems to be a leak around the chimney, noticeable in the kitchen.  When weather 

allows, someone will get on the roof and check for an ice jam. 

c)  Council has discussed in past meetings the need of making changes to our East entrance to 

improve energy efficiency.  We suggested creating an entryway with sliding exterior glass 

doors and interior glass doors. 

 Motion for Property Committee to consult an architect on changes to entryway: motion-Warren Woods; 

 Second –Mike Richardson: all aye. 

 Social Ministry: 

  They served a very large group at Eucemenical Service.  They want to remind everyone of the  

  donation box for Matura located in the Narthex. 

 Worship & Music: 

a) Holy Week services will be held on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, beginning at 

7:00 pm. 

b) Easter services will be at 7:30 am and 10:00 am. 

 

Next Council meeting will be on April 8
th

 at 6:00 pm (note change in time).  Devotions by Todd Stofferahn. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: motion-Chuck Eilers; second-Warren Woods: all aye. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Bert Henry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Don Toycen, Mary Jo Foster, Mike Springer, Ella Groff,  Marge Hansen, Janice 

Peterson and Willard Peterson.  We ask God to send his Holy Spirit to comfort and 

strengthen these individuals. 

 

 

Spec.  Emily Cruise, Spec.  Matthew Cruse, Major David Cruse, Sgt. Aaron 

Cunningham, Chief Msgt. David Groff, MGY Sgt. Mark Kinkade, Str. Airman 

Travis Mathis, SN3  Tony McNaught, SW3  Beth Hollingshead, SRA Zacary 

Sedlmayr, Col. Vic Wager III, Joseph Woodcock—We ask God to lead our young 

men and women who are protecting our country and serving in the Middle East.  

Please keep our servicepersons and the families of our military in your prayers. 

 

 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

04/04 Barb Kenyon   04/18 Alan Peterson   04/26 Jodi Hitz 

04/06 Adrienne Miller  04.19 Linda Huffman  04/29 Lamona Bilderback 

04/07 Emily Miller   04/21 Donna Cunningham   

04/10 Randy Cook    Larry Otten 

04/11 Sara Bolinger   04/23 Alex Drey 

04/17 Dennis Nardy   04/25 Donna Schroeder 

 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

 
04/07 Alan & Lori Paup 

04/10 Alan & Dorine Peterson 

04/11 John & Lois Rose 

 

 

 

Salemõs Spring Sale will be on Friday, April 16th .  Now is the time to 

clean out your closets. If you find articles you donõt want or need, save 

them for the sale. You can bring them to church the week of April 12 th . 

 



 
 

We regretfully announce the retirement of Claudia and Larry Peppers from 14 years of serving 

as Salemõs custodians, effective April 30th .  We thank you for all your years of hard work inside 

and outside the church building!  

 

Our church council will now be looking for a custodian to take their place, starting with any 

church member who is interested.  If you are interested please contact the church office,  

782 -2920.  
 

Salem youth will be serving Easter brea kfast from 8:30 am to 10:00 am between services.  Free 

will offering will be for youth camp scholarships.  

 

Sunday School and Adult Ed class will not meet on Easter Sunday.  
 

The Easter offering  will be divided at 50% to Lutheran Services of Iowa, 25% to Rur al Iowa 

Crisis Center and 25% to the Ministerial alliance.  

 

Middle School/High School Fun Night, Sunday, April 18 th  at 6:00 pm.  A night of fun just for 

our middle school and high school youth.  Come for pizza and Wii challenges.  

 

Everyone is welcome to Fr iday Fun Night, April 23 rd  at 6:00 pm.!  Enjoy pizza and games on this 

fun night out.  Bring a favorite game if you like.  This is a great chance for our congregation to 

get together in a fun, informal way.  

 

If you havenõt checked out Salem website, you should.  You can find Pastorõs sermons, the 

puppet pulpit, choir anthems, special music and Pastorõs facebook page.  It will be available each 

week after services.  Salemõs website is www.salemluth.net , then click on th e worship and sounds 

of Salem links  

 

 

 

 

http://www.salemluth.net/


THRIVENT FINANCIAL FOR LUTHERANS 

 

 In prior issues of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans magazine members could vote for favorite 

organizations to receive a donation from Thrivent Financial.  The top ten have been chosen and all members can 

vote from the April issue of Thrivent Financial magazine.  Thrivent has set aside $ 1,000,00.00 total for division 

among the top ten. 

 Thrivent Financial is in the process of establishing a new program called ―Thrivent Choice‖.  In past 

years each church was given an amount yearly to be used for church projects.  In the organization as a whole 

there were many complaints as to how these funds were used.  In the new program, each member will receive a 

letter with a stated amount that they can designate where those funds will be given.  Each church will need a 

Thrivent Choice Advocate. 

 At this point there are probably more questions than answers but soon we should receive information—

and we will try to keep all members informed. 

 This new program will not affect the Union County Chapter Funds which we receive yearly to support 

local non-profit organizations and benefits as needed. Union County Chapter consists of Salem and Trinity 

Lutheran Churches.  If you have any questions feel free to call. 

 

Don and Bev Butler 

Union County Chapter President 

782-4050 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

ARIL 2010 NEWSLETTER 

 

 Miriam Circle will meet at Salem on April 29
th

 at 7:00 pm.  Monica McIntire will be the hostess, Donna 

Scheel will lead the Bible study and Nancy Taylor will preside. 

 Rebekah Circle will meet in the Fellowship Hall on April 8
th

 at 1:15 pm.  Pat Grumley will be the 

hostess and Dorothy McNaught will be the Bible study leader. 

 All women are welcome to attend either circle. 

 Salem’s Spring Sale will be on Friday, April 16
th

 from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.  If you find some articles 

you don’t need or want, please save them for our sale.  Articles may be brought to church any morning staring 

on April 12
th

 and all day on Wednesday and Thursday, April 14
th

 and 15
th

.  Please mark articles if at all 

possible, thanks.  Rebekah Circle is in charge of the bake sale.  Carolyn Biere and Joyce Anderson are in charge 

of the kitchen and serving food.  Call Bev Butler (782-4050) if there are any questions. I would appreciate any 

and all help on Wednesday, April 14
th

 at 1:00 pm, Thursday, April 15
th

 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and all day on 

Friday, April 16
th

. 

 The Spring Cluster meeting will be held on Saturday, April 10
th

 at the St. Paul Lutheran at Northboro 

with coffee at 9:00 and the meeting beginning at 9:30.  Please contact Joyce Anderson 9782-5002) to pool rides. 

 The WISWO Convention will be June 26
th

, at St. Paul Lutheran Church at Atlantic. 

 

Bev Butler 

Co-Chair, Salem Women of the ELCA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Easter Story CookiesΧto be made the evening before Easter 

 
1 cup whole pecans    zip lock bag 
1 teaspoon vinegar    wooden spoon 
3 egg whites     tape 
Pinch salt     Bible 
1 cup sugar 
 
Preheat oven to 300 F. 
 
Place pecans in zip lock bag and let the children beat them with the wooden spoon to break into small pieces.  Explain 
that after Jesus was arrested He was beaten by the Roman soldiers.  Read John 19:1-3. 
 
Let each child smell the vinegar.  Put 1 t. vinegar into a mixing bowl.  Explain that when Jesus was thirsty on the cross he 
was given vinegar to drink.  Read John 19:28-30. 
 
Add egg whites to vinegar.  Eggs represent life.  Explain that Jesus gave His life to give us life.  Read John 10:10-11. 
 
Sprinkle ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎŀƭǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘΦ  [Ŝǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ōǊǳǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǿƭΦ  9ȄǇƭŀƛƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǘȅ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǎƘŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǘǘŜǊƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǎƛƴǎΦ  wŜŀŘ [ǳƪŜ ноΥнтΦ 
 
So far the ingredients are not very appetizing.  Add 1 cup of sugar.  Explain that the sweetness part of the story is that 
Jesus died because He loves us.  He wants us to know and belong to Him. Read Psalms 34:8, John 3:16. 
 
Beat with a mixer on high speed for 12-15 minutes until stiff peaks are formed.  Explain that the color white represents 
ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǎƛƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭŜŀƴǎŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎΦ wŜŀŘ LǎŀƛŀƘ мΥмуΣ WƻƘƴ м-3 
 
Fold in broken nuts.  Drop by teaspoons onto wax paper covered cookie sheet.  Explain that each mound represents the 
ǊƻŎƪȅ ǘƻƳō ǿƘŜǊŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƻŘȅ ǿŀǎ ƭŀƛŘΦ  wŜŀŘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ нтΥрт-60. 
 
Put the cookie sheet in the oven, close the door and turn the oven OFF.  Give each child a piece of tape and seal the 
ƻǾŜƴ ŘƻƻǊΦ  9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƻƳō ǿŀǎ ǎŜŀƭŜŘΦ  wŜŀŘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ 27:65-66. 
 
Dh ¢h .95Η  9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ŦŜŜƭ ǎŀŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜƴ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘΦ  WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŘŜǎǇŀƛǊ 
when the tomb was sealed.  Read John 16:20 and 22. 
 
On Easter morning, open the oven and give everyone a cookie.  Notice the cracked surface and take a bit.  The cookies 
ŀǊŜ ƘƻƭƭƻǿΗ  hƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΣ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳō ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇǘȅΦ  wŜŀŘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ нуΥм-9. 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


