
   Shalom  

September Newsletter 

The Work of  Faith & Labor of  Love 
 

“We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,  

constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfast-

ness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 

 
It never ceases to impress me that when there is something to be done, the members of Salem Lutheran 
Church step right up and do it.  This summer Iõve seen church members put together a beautiful wedding 
and reception, help comfort two families by hosting two funerals, teach children in the community about 
Jesus Christ and our faith in Vacation Bible School, and some who were even willing to stand up in front 
of the whole congregation and speak about faith from the pulpit.  All this is in addition to the usual work 
of the church: helping in worship services by ushering, greeting, reading, taking care of the church building, 
visiting the sick, bringing treats, cleaning, singing, playing music, teaching, and serving on all sorts of com-
mittees.  Now most recently, Iõve been hearing from various members about how they are responding to 
the challenges of the sermon òPassers of Fire Or Pacifiers?ó by sharing their faith with others outside our 
church.  These are reasons why I pray for you, as Paul prayed for the Church at Thessalonica, 
òremembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ.ó 
 
We are now coming to the end of summer and beginning a new school year, which the church mirrors in 
much of our programming.  Soon we will begin again with Sunday School, Adult Education, Confirmation, 
quilting, and Bible studies.  As always there is plenty to do in the church, and so my prayer for you is con-
tinued strength and wisdom, encouragement and perseverance.  Our mission as Christians is not an easy 
one.  We face our own temptations in the world, and also the attractions that the world offers that run 
counter to the Word and Will of God.  As Christians we often find ourselves at odds with the things soci-
ety says are valuable and meaningful: money, beauty, fame, power, and pleasure.  Yet Christ calls us to be 
in the world, not separated and secluded but working in our world òas yeast in the doughó helping the 
whole portion to rise; or as òsaltó giving flavor to the whole dish.  Our Christian faith speaks a Truth that 
is missing in the world, which is the love of God and the forgiveness of sins through faith in Jesus Christ.  
Nowhere else will you find such a message; that is why your òwork of faith, labors of love, and steadfast-
ness of hopeó in Jesus Christ is so important.   
 
May God bless you and strengthen you in faith this new school year, so that the Christian mission of Salem 
and in Creston would be pleasing to God and bring joy and peace to you and the whole community. 
 
Peace in Christ, 
Pastor Ben McIntire 



M/S/C by Arlan Biere and Dennis Nardy to approve the minutes from July 22nd Special meeting as 

amended above. 

 

New Business: 

 A)  M/S/C by Sherri Nissen and Mike Richardson to approve the Property Committeeôs 

       Proposal from Quality Glass for front door sliders.  This is Phase One of the door project. 

      The proposal will then be sent to the Endowment Committee for funding approval. 

 B)  Discussion:  Mike Linch will bring supplies for new offering envelopes as a cost measure. 

 C)  New Worship Committee lists were distributed. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 A)  Christian Education:  Met on August 3rd and 4:30 pm.  Pastor gave a report on new 

       curriculum.  (See pastorôs report).  Confirmation will start on September 1st with a  

       Parent/student meeting to discuss the schedule with Pastor.  Sunday School Kick Off is 

       Wednesday, September 8th and Rally Sunday will be on Sunday, September 12th at 

       Nissenôs Farm.  The first Family Fun Night for the year will be on September 24th.  First  

                  Communion is on October 31st.  Next meeting is September 7th at 4:30. 

 B)  Church Property :  Discussed using the interest from the sale of the parsonage to offset  

       Pastorôs housing allowance.  M/S/C by Arlan Biere and Chris Lane.  Anyone with  

       questions or wanting to see Phase One door project information you can contact a member 

        of the Property Committee. 

 C)  Social Ministry :  Met on August 3rd.  Betty Wager is looking into packages for servicemen. 

       Bible Study notices will be posted.  The committee is helping with a potluck following 

       Phoebeôs baptism on August 22nd.  The next meeting is September 7th at 6:00 pm. 

 D)  Worship & Music :  Met and planned September services.  Next meeting is September 15th.   

 E)  Finance:  Discussed different insurance policies for Pastor as a cost savings.  Next meting 

       will be September 7th at 6:00 pm. 

 

M/S/C by Sherri Nissen and Dennis Nardy to adjourn the meeting. 

 

The next council meeting will be on September 9th, at 6:00 pm.  Opening devotions will be led by Sherri  

Nissen.  The meeting adjourned and closed with the Lordôs Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted; 

Sherri Nissen, Council Secretary 



Mary Jo Foster  

Ella Groff  

Marge Hansen 

Janice Peterson  

Willard Peterson  

Mike Springer  

SEPEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 Tim & Rayma Frankð9/05 

Dale & Judy Eklundð9/13 

Randy & Joni Cookð9/16 

Mike & Emily Millerð9/26 

Kirk & Ann Levineð9/27 

Gail & Roxie Petersonð9/29 

Dear Quilters, 

 

Thank you for donating ten quilts to Lutheran Services in Iowa.  Your gift of hope spreads promise 

and joy as beautiful as the colors in the quilts.  To many of the children, it is one of the few gifts 

they may have received out of compassion.  Realizing individuals and communities care about 

their lives give the children a world of hope. 

 

Donated time and resources from people like you make a difference in our ability to change the 

lives of those in need.  Thank you for your role in our missions to ñrespond to the love of Jesus 

Christ through acts of services to all.ò 

 

Kaye M. Englin Vice President of Advancement 

And Church Relations 

Adult Sunday School  

Adult Sunday School will begin on Rally Sunday at the Nissen Farm.   

We will be starting our first series, a 6 week session on the book of  Exodus, on Sept. 19.   

Come and learn more about the Word of  God!   



SEPTEMBER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

09/05 Alan Shaffer       09/25 Dale Eklund 

09/12 Jody Nedly-Newcomb 09/19 Gwen Buck   09/26 Jacob Cook 

09/13 Rayma Frank   Emily Schroeder    Jacob Riley 

 Linda Hultquist  09/21 Pat Grumley    Khy Sherrod 

 Don Mosman   Jannene Jorgensen  09/27 Chuck Eilers 

 Lacey Richardson 09/22 Lola Strauser          Monica McIntire 

0916 Carolyn Kessler  09/24 Carolyn Biere   09/29 Payton Burg 

 Rodney Mahn   Bill Bjorn 

     Bev Butler 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL NEWS  

 

 I would like to draw attention to the fact that all eligible Thrivent members will receive a letter that 

contains valuable information. 

 Most members have (or will soon) received the letter which contains the yearly amount that each 

individual can designate where that amount can be donated. 

 The yearly amount is calculated each quarter and the first installment will e sent in September 

(since this year  is far along).  The remainder will be sent late December or early January.  If the programs 

remains the same in 2011, your designated recipient will receive the donations quarterly. 

 In our Union County Chapter, Salem Lutheran Church, Trinity Lutheran Church and Trinityôs Pre-

school can receive our funds.  There are many other non-profit organizations that are eligible to receive 

funds. 

 If you have questions you can call 1-800-847-4836 and say ñThrivent Choiceò.  They are very help-

ful.  You can also call Bev Butler if you have any questions.  This is a wonderful way for each of us to do-

nate funds to the organization of our choice. 

 

Bev Butler 

782-4050 

 



Rally Sunday   Mark September 12th on your calendar for an exciting Rally Sunday!  Weõre kicking off the new 

Sunday school with an exciting day of activities.  Rally Sunday will be at the Nissen farm this year for a fun Sun-

day gathering.  The dayõs schedule begins with Sunday School at 9:00 am, an outdoor church service at 10:00 am 

and a potluck meal at 11:00 am.  Dress casual and bring your lawn chairs.  Bring a covered dish to share and table 

service for your family.  Drinks will be provided.   

Directions to the Nissen farm from Salem:  Take Highway 25 North of Creston to County Rd H24 or 911 marking 

150th St.  (First paved road north of Creston)  Go west nine miles.  Nissenõs are the big gray house on the north 

side of the road, 2833 150th St.  

The kids will kick off the Sunday school in a fun way.  Classrooms will meet together on blankets around the lawn.  

Rally Sunday also kicks off Adult Sunday school with Pastor Ben.  Letõs provide a great example for the kids. 

After the food plan to stay for outdoor activities and games.  The Nissenõs have a pool, volleyball net, badminton, 

horseshoes and a big backyard.  We want Rally Sunday to be a big success and a lot of fun for the kids and adults.  

Make it a point to come on September 12th.  Thereõs plenty of room on the farm for cars, but you might want to 

carpool with other members.  Signs will be posted along the way from Creston.  See you there!  In case of rain, 

Rally Sunday service will be at the church.  

Sunday School Fun Night  

Parents and kids join us  Wednesday, September 8th at 6:30 PM for our Sunday School Fun Night.  Itõs a 

chance to gear up for the Sunday school year in a fun  way.  Have fun checking out our different activities.  See 

you on September 8th.  

Confirmation  

Pastor Ben will meet with the confirmation students and parents, Wednesday, September 1st, at 6:30 pm.  He 

will go over the schedule, new curriculum and requirements.  Make sure you come to get a great start for confir-

mation!  Confirmation will start at 6th grade for this new three year  curriculum.  

Wednesday nights at AWANA  

The Christian Education committee is not offering a Wednesday activity for the younger children, but will encour-

age kids to attend AWANA on Wednesday nights at the First Baptist Church.  AWANA starts September 8th, 

at 6:30 pm.   Because of own activities that night, Salem kids can start the following week.  AWANA runs from 

6:30 pm to 8:15  pm on Wednesdays from September through April.  Each night there is a game time, handbook 

time and council time (Bible lesson).  If you have questions concerning AWANA, contact Raquel Linch at 782 -

5482,  

Friday Fun Night  

Weõre bringing back the fun to Salem on Friday nights.  Weõll have our first Friday Fun Night on Friday, Septem-

ber 24th at 6:00 pm.  This is for ALL AGES!  Bring a favorite game and a snack if you want.  We might play WII, a 

board game or cards or anything.  Weõll order pizza when everyone arrives.  Come join us.! 

 

  



Worship Teams September 2010-April 2011 
 
Team #1 Pat Grumley    September 2010 

Randy & Joni Cook (Ryan, Kaleb, Jacob) 

Kenton & Nancy Groth 

Linda Huffman 

Marc & Judy Kinkade 

Don & Helen Mosman 

Dave & Barb Riley  

Marc & Deb Roberg 

Donna Scheel 

AJ & Jane Warner (James, Ryan) 

Warren & Judy Woods 

 
Team #2 Arlan & Carolyn Biere   October 2010 

Dave & Barb Abildtrup 

LaVerene & Joyce Anderson 

Lanny & Donna Herzberg 

Linda Hulquist 

Gary & Jannene Jorgenson 

Mike & Emily Miller 

John & Lois Rose 

Troy & Donna Schroeder (Mary Jo & Emily) 

Mike & Deb Springer 

 

Team #3 Gary & Carolyn Kessler   November 2010 

Greg & Brenda Cook (Codie, Skylar, Abbie, Alyssa) 

Monica McIntire 

Lois Paxton 

Jeremy & Heather Peterson 

Gail & Roxie Peterson 

Judy Pringle 

Duane Schmidt 

Brenda Sedlemeyer (Isaac) 

Kris Sherrod (Khy, Kalil) 

 

Team #4 Mike & Lacey Richardson (Donovan) December 2010 

Dick & Sue Bergstrom 

Gary & Sherri Bosche (Daniel) 

David Ekblad 

Ben & Helen Herzberg 

Ron & Bonnie Johnson 

Tim & Barb Kenyon 

Bill Kunert 

Frances Roberg 

Chuck & Nancy Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 



Team #5 Todd & Suzie Stofferahn   January 2011 

Chris Anderson (Unity) 

Jack Freese 

Kerry Grumley 

Roberta Henry 

Clifford & Lois Olsen 

Bill & Carol Ott 

Top & Janice Peterson 

David & JoAnn Rathe (Cory, Jesse) 

Thad & Sandi Sickels (Hunter, Gavin) 

Bob & LouAnn Snodgrass (Sean) 

Loyal Winborn 

 
Team #6 Claudia & Larry Peppers   February 2011 

Don & Bev Butler 

Tony & Peggy Cass 

Dale & Judy Eklund 

Andy & Jodi Hitz (Jake, Levi Wyatt) 

Jack & Phyllis Keuter 

Kirk & Ann Levine 

Ron & Jo Levine 

Phil & Alma Swanson 

Dorothy Vanella 

Joe & Erin Walkup (Madison) 

Chuck & Jean Western 

 

 
Team #7 Chris & Sara Lane    March 2011 

Lamona Bilderback 

Jason & Nicky Burg (Payton, Colby) 

Ray & Bev Courtney 

Dick & Marilyn Engelson 

Chuck & Jan Eilers 

JoAnn Hardick 

Rodney & Linda Mahn 

Larry & Gracie Otten 

Don & Eleanor Toycen 

Russell & Judith Wachter 

Stacy Wood  

 
Team #8  Bert Henry & Chuck (Josh)   April 2011 

Dave & Gwen Buck 

Bill & Barb Bjorn 

Nichole Cohrs 

Gabe & Christina Flores 

Diana Jaggers 

Mike & Raquel Linch (Dylan, Brittany) 

Floyd & Janet Nesbit 

Alan & Lori Paup (Aaron, Alec) 

Flossie Roberts 

Lola Strausser 

Vic & Betty Wager 

Darrel & Rosalie Wilson 

Galen Zumbach 



 

 

 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA  

SEPTEMBER 2010 NEWSLETTER 

 

Summer has disappeared, so itôs time to star out fall activities. 

Miriam Circle will meet Thursday, September 2nd, at 7:00 pm, at the home of Judy Woods, Nancy Taylor will 

be the Bible study leader and Joyce Anderson will be the facilitator. 

Rebekah Circle will meet on Thursday, September 9th, at 1:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Dorothy McNaught 

will be the hostess and Flossie Roberts will lead the Bible study.  Rebekah Circle will visit the shut-ins during 

September. 

All women and any friends are welcome and invited to attend either of these meetings. 

The Fall Leadership Training event is Saturday, September 25th, at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Red Oak.  

Registration is at 12:30 and there is know fee.  Call  Joyce Anderson (782-5002) or Bev Butler (782-4050) if 

you an attend.  

Twelve quilts were taken to the WISWO  Convention, held at the St. Paul Lutheran Church in Atlantic.  They 

will be divided between Bremwood and Beloit Children Homes. 

Sixty pounds of bandages, rolled by Claudia Peppers, will be sent to Global Health Ministries. 

A reminder that kits will be completed in October for Lutheran World Relief.  Complete details for all kids will 

be the October newsletter. 

If anyone has news or concerns for the women, at any time, call Bev Butler, at home 782-4050. 

 

 Bev Butler 

The 2010 Union County CROP Walk will be held on Sunday, October 

3rd, starting at  the shelter on the west side of the YMCA.  Registration 

starts at 2:30m pm and the WALK starts at 3:00 pm.  Last year Union 

County Crop Walk raised $ 5,504.47.  Twenty-five percent of the funds 

raised stays in Union County,  YOU CAN EITHER WALK YOURSELF 

OR SPONSOR A WALKER.    Contact the church office to get more 

information about participating as either a walker or a donor.  You are 

a participant either way and are helping others in Union County and 

around the world.  CROP Walk is a fund-raiser participated in by about 

2,000 communities around the United States of America.  CROP 

stands for Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty.  CROP 

walks are sponsored by Church World service, an ecumenical organi-

zation founded in 1946 to help those suffering from poverty after World 

War II 



Salem Lutheran Church Minutes 

August 12, 2010 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Gary Kessler with the following council members present:  Arlan 

Biere, Rayma Frank, Chris Lane, Mike Linch, Dorothy McNaught, Dennis Nardy, Sherri Nissen, Claudia Peppers, 

Mike Richardson and Todd Stofferahn.  Also, Pastor Ben McIntire and Margaret Kneedler.  Devotions were led by 

Dennis Nardy. 

 

M./S/C by Todd Stofferahn and Mike Richardson to approve the minutes of the June Council meeting. 

 

Pastorôs Report: 

 A)  Pastor made 18 visits in July and there was one baptism.  There will be three baptisms in August, with  

       Phoebeôs on August 22nd.  A potluck will follow. 

 B)  ñTo Save A Lifeò movie event will be held again this fall. 

 C)  A bible study will begin this fall at Adams St. Espresso, for college students once college begins this  

       fall. 

 D)  Pastor will hold new members classes on August 28th and 29th.  There are four families and three  

       individuals interested in attending. 

 E)  There will be a new format for confirmation this fall tiled ñHere We Standò from Augsburg Fortress.  

       The program is online, with lessons plans, handouts and powerpoint presentations.  It will be a 3-year 

        program for 6th, 7th, and 8th grades, covering the Catechism for one year,  the Old Testament, the        

        next  year and the New Testament the third year. 

 

Treasurerôs Report by Mike Linch: 

 A)  All July bills and benevolence has been paid in full. 

 B)  We need $ 12,000 to pay August bills.  The first two Sundayôs had approximately $ 5,000 in  

                   contributions. 

 C)  $ 600.00 from Nick Henryôs Memorial fund money will be used for a new headset. 

 D)  $ 125.00 was paid for hall usage from the Primary election and the Fair Queen judging. 

Old Business: 

 M/S/C by Arlan Biere and Dennis Nardy to strike from the July 22nd special meeting the 

 purchase of choir robes.  This will be sent to the Worship and Music Committee for further 

 discussion and brought back to the council for approval. 


