
 

 

 
 
Greetings Salem Lutheran Church, 
 

Rally Day for Salem Lutheran will be on September 7th.          

It will be an outdoor worship service with music, fun, and learning. Rally Day is a tradition 

that invites us to anticipate renewed enthusiasm for our ministries in the year ahead. 

The word ‘rally’ is often one spoken in moments of discouragement or overwhelm. 

Soldiers struggling in a battle would often rally behind someone who picks up their flag and 

yells “Charge.” A person struggling with a long and threatening illness is often described as 

‘rallying’ when their strength begins to return. On Rally Day we sort of tell ourselves we can 

rally and do what lies ahead of us in ministry with strength and commitment. 

Remember that Jesus rallied his disciples to a new way of living and being. He rallied 

them around God’s love for the world and a wider understanding of who is welcome at the 

table. As much as we seek to rally our own spirits, our real strength lies in the truth that God 

rallies for us. Usually the fun energy of Rally Day tends to fade. The promise is if we are 

persistent in the practices of faith—worshipping together, reading the scriptures and praying—

we will sense that underlying presence that sustains us in all things. 

Let’s Rally together. 

God Bless, 

Pastor Jim 
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CHURCH COUNCIL minutes 
August 19, 2025, 5:30 Meeting 
 
Devotions: Pastor Jim 
 
The meeting was called to order by President, Sandi Sickels with the following members in 

attendance: Jewel Baseley, Sherri Boschee, Daniel Clausen, Sheila Clausen, Thom Guzman, 
Linda Huffman, Barb Kenyon, Tim Kenyon, Pastor Jim, and Sherri Nissen. Chris Lane was 
absent. 

 
M/S/C by Sherri Boschee and Tim Kenyon to approve the agenda with the following 

amendments: Under new business i) request of building use for supervised visits and next 
council meeting September 16, not 19. 

 
M/S/C by Tim Kenyon and Jewl Baseley to approve the July minutes as written. 
 
M/S/C by Tim Kenyon and Linda Huffman to accept the treasurer’s report. 
 
Approve expenses: pastor’s expenses, air conditioning, and insurance. M/S/C by Sherri 

Boschee and Daniel Clausen to pay KSIB $132.00 and Creston Publishing $130.00 for 
administrative assistant position advertising from the special funds account. 

 
Pastor’s and/or President’s report – See Attached report 
 
Old Business: 
Air conditioning updates: the bill has been paid. We are waiting for bids from AJ Warner and 

Orr’s. Thes will be separated by each unit (we have 3 separate) and total. 
Block Party/Blessing of Pets September 28 – more to come 
Organ Update: we are on Levison’s schedule, and they will come when they have others in the 

area scheduled 
 
New Business: 
Zoom meeting with Brittany Swanson from Lutheran Lakeside was held – Table until 

September for further discussion 
September Benevolence: Motion carried by consensus for the Blue Star Mother’s Iowa 

Chapter for care packages for the troops. Our area currently has eleven deployed. 
M/S/C by Sheila Clausen and Tim Kenyon to increase the credit card allocations.  This will 

allow all automatic bills to be paid on time, as some overlap causes overdraft for 
insufficient funds. 
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Applications: currently we have two applications for the administrative assistant position. Currently, the 

executive committee is recommending we not move forward as we are exploring other options. M/S/C by 

consensus of the council. 

Meeting with Sarah Schultz: the executive committee met with Sarah and had a positive visit. She is willing to 

help in the office on an interim basis (she is flexible on time frame) as we explore options. 

FYI: The Gene Smith family gave a $330 undesignated contribution to the memorial fund. 

Rally Sunday will be held September 7 with an outdoor service and potluck to follow. Meat will be provided, 

please bring a covered dish. Council members are asked to be there at 9:00 to help set up. 

Long Range Planning Committee: this committee will be starting back up with Sherri Boschee volunteering to 

chair. Members to date consist of Sherri and Gary Boschee, Dennis and Becky Nardy, and Thom Gutzman. 

Others wishing to be on the committee can see Sherri Boschee. M/S/C by Tim Kenyon and Sherri Nissen for 

the committee to resume. 

Request for building use by Families First Counseling Services to conduct supervised visits for a family in 

need. These will be held on Tuesday evenings from 4 to 6pm.  This is strictly necessary to provide a safe 

location for the family to meet. M/S/C by Sherri Boschee and Linda Huffman to accept the request with 

Pastor Jim serving as the contact person and working out the details. All building use fees will be waived. 

Committee Reports: 

Christian Education: Rally Sunday Sept. 7  

Church Property: waiting on air conditioning bids 

Outreach Ministry: We served a combined total of 283 meals to kids for One in Christ. The One in Christ 

Backpack program filled 268 backpacks and distributed 230. The remainder was taken to MATURA for 

families to pick up. We will be providing a table with information about our services and goodies October 25 

at Bright Eyes in the Park. 

Worship & Music: they have researched ways to play recorded music during the prelude. This can be done if 

it is not livestreamed. During these times the livestream service will begin with announcements. They are 

also working with Christian Ed for Rally Sunday. 

Memorial Committee:  

Stewardship: they have new ideas to present to the congregation this fall and will continue planning 

Endowment:  

Long Range Planning: 

Other: executive meeting will be September 9 at 5:30pm, and the regular council meeting will be Tuesday, 

September 16 at 5:30 pm. Opening devotions will be led by the pastor  

The meeting adjourned by Tim Kenyon and Sherri Nissen with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Sherri Nissen Council Secretary 
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Outreach Ministry:  

 
We served a combined total of  283 meals to kids for One in Christ.  

 

The One in Christ Backpack program filled 268 backpacks and distributed 230. The  

remainder was taken to MATURA for families to pick up. 

September 7th—RALLY SUNDAY— 

 

September 9th—Quilting, 1:30 pm 

 

September 9th—Executive Council Meeting, 5:30 pm 

 

September 16th—Quilting, 1:30 pm 

 

September 16th, Church Council Meeting 5:30 pm 

 

September 28th—Blessing of  Animals 

Choir Practice every 

Wednesday 5:30 to 6:30 pm 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY—SEPTEMBER 7TH 
 

Families, join us for outdoor worship service  
at 10:00 am 

 
POTLUCK LUNCH TO FOLLOW 

SERVICE 
 

MEAT WILL BE PROVIDED 
 

PLEASE BRING LAWN CHAIRS 
 



 

 

 

 

 

This fall, we are having an in-kind gathering of Lutheran World relief kit supplies. We will be assembling 

these in September and October and all donations are appreciated! 
 

School Kits 

 Four 70 sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper approximately 8x10; no loose-leaf paper 

 One 30 centimeter ruler or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other 

 One pencil sharpener 

 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 

 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band 

 Five blue or black ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band 

 One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 One 2 ½” eraser 

All items should be new. Any of these items you can donate will be greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 

Personal Care Kits 

 · 1 light-weight bath-sized towel (20” x 40” to 52” x 27”), dark color recommended 
 · 2 bath-size bars of soap (4-5 oz.) any brand in original wrapping 
 · 1 adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging (Multipacks may be used by sealing an individual 

toothbrush in a business-size envelope. No plastic baggies, please) 
 · 1 metal nail clippers 
 One sturdy comb 
 
 
Baby Care Kits 

 · 2 receiving blankets  
 · 2 pairs of socks 
 · 1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or  include a baby cap 
 · 1 hand towel, dark color recommended 
 · 2 bath-size bars (4-5 oz.) of gentle soap, in original wrapping; no mini or hotel size bars 
  
 *Sizes 6 to 25 months may be used.  Varying the sizes of the clothing items included will make the Baby 
Care Kit useful as the baby grows.  
 

Nobody really knows who you are inside 
but you and God. R U who U say U R?  

Christianity’s not a theory taught by         
theological talks–it’s Christ living in you!  

Why do we always want a speaker when 
Jesus, Himself, is speaking to us?  
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Gary & Sherri Boschee 9/05 

Randy & Joni Cook 9/16 

Jason & Kathy Kendrick 9/21 

Gail & Roxie Peterson 9/29 

James Wilson  09/01 

Emma Pantini  09/02 

Lacey Richardson  09/13 

Jonathan Kendrick 09/20 

Carolyn Biere  09/24 

Jacob Cook   09/26 

Chuck Eilers  09/27 

Payton Burg  09/29 

Miriam Circle 

Thursday, September 4th 

We will meet at Salem Lutheran Church. 



 

 

We pray for those people who are hurting and going through some unimaginable circumstances. We pray 

for those who want their lives to be better and to be free from those things 

that may be holding them back. We may not know them, but  

God knows their situation.  Amen. 

Larry Kimball, Dorothy Vanella, Kathy Kendrick, Sue McDonald, Lee Keuter, 
Gary Kessler, Tim Kinkade, Meyer Mixdorf, Zach Henry, Arlan Biere, 

Gregory Boschee, Becky Keuter, Carol Ott, Jerry Nissen and Sandy Kessler. 
Local military people that have been deployed.  

 
 

We can never thank our military men and 

women enough for their service and sacrifice 

to our country and its people. Today we 

express gratefulness and honor to these 

military troops, past and present.  We pray to 

be shown ways in our communities, churches, 

and families to thank and love them better.  

Keep and protect these heroes and their 

families. We ask this in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

1st Ezekiel 18-19  
2nd Ezekiel 20-21  
3rd Ezekiel 22-23  
4th Ezekiel 24-27  
5th Ezekiel 28-31  
6th Ezekiel 32-34 
7th Ezekiel 35-37  
8th Ezekiel 38-39  
9th Ezekiel 40-41  
10th Ezekiel 42-43  
11th Ezekiel 44-45  
12th Ezekiel 46-48  

13th Joel 
14th Daniel 1-3  
15th Daniel 4-6  
16th Daniel 7-9  
17th Daniel 10-12  
18th Ezra 1-3  
19th Ezra 4-6  
 Psalm 137 
20th Haggai 1-2 
21st Zech 1-7 
22nd Zech 8-14 
23rd Esther 1-5 

24th Esther 6-10 
25th Ezra 7-10 
26th Nehemiah 1-5  
27th Nehemiah 6-7 
28th Nehemiah 8-10 
29th Nehemiah 11-13 
 Psalm 126 
30th Malachi 1-4 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

       

 1 2 
1:30 Quilting 

3 
Choir  
Practice 
5:30 to 
6:30 pm 

4 
Miriam 
Circle 
6:30 pm 

5 

 
Office 
Closed 

6 

7 
9am Adult SS 
10am Worship  

8 
 

9 
 
1:30 Quilting 
 
Executive 
Council Mtg, 
5:30 pm 

10 
Choir  
Practice 
5:30 to 
6:30 pm 

11 
 

12 
 

Office 
Closed 

13 
 

14 
9am Adult SS 
10am Worship 
& Communion 
 

15 
 

16 
 
1:30 Quilting 
 
Council Mtg. 
5:30 pm 

17 
Choir  
Practice 
5:30 to 
6:30 pm 

18 
 
 

19 
 

Office 
Closed 

20 

21 
9am Adult SS 
10am Worship,  
 

22 
 

23 
 
1:30 Quilting 

24 
Choir  
Practice 
5:30 to 
6:30 pm 

25 
 

26 
 

Office 
Closed 

27 

28 
9am Adult SS 
10am Worship 
 
Blessing of Pets 
 

29 

 

30 

 

1:30 Quilting 
 

    

Office Closed 



 

 

SALEM  LUTHERAN CHURCH 
602 W Townline  

Creston, Iowa 50801 
 

 

641-782-2900 

pastorjim@salemluth.net 


