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My grandfather, Clarence Kautz, was a committed Lutheran layman who was only
confirmed as an adult, after he married my grandmother. He had grown up as a nominal
Christian, who struggled with questions about how the faith squared with his science train-
ing as a chemical engineer and mathematician. He met a pastor in Des Moines who intro-
duced him to the writings of C.S. Lewis, which set him on the course of a vibrant and rich
faith. By the time I came along, my grandfather was an amateur theologian. I remember him
in his study, typing on his Smith-Corona typewriter his opus “One Thing I Know,” which,
unfortunately, no publisher ever agreed to put into print.

However, a couple of articles of his work were picked up by the old Lutheran Stand-
ard, the magazine of the American Lutheran Church, which is one of our predecessor de-
nominations of the ELCA. It was a point of pride for him to see his thoughts in print and a
cause of celebration in our congregation. I think of this often when I see an edition of the
Living Lutheran, our current denominational publication.

A couple of years ago, the Living Lutheran, announced they were going to an all digi-
tal strategy and ceasing production of a print edition. It felt like a great loss for the church.
Apparently there has been a rethink of this decision. Sometime last year the publisher an-
nounced that they would be resuming the production of 4 issues a year. The magazine car-
ries stories about faith and ministry from across our church, reflections from scholars in our
seminaries and colleges, news about the denomination, and a pretty good crossword puzzle.

I encourage you to visit livinglutheran.org for more descriptions on what is offered. If
there are 10 or more people interested in a subscription, we can get a discount of $17 per
household. Please email (pastorjim@salemluth.net) me or leave a message at the office. The
deadline to qualify for this rate is November 10. I plan to subscribe and would love to have
others join as well.

God Bless

Pastor Jim



Salem Lutheran Church
October 21, 2025 Minutes

OFFICERS:
President: Sandi Sickels Treasurer: Barb Kenyon

V. P.: Tim Kenyon Secretary: Sherri Nissen

Members : Chris Lane, Sandi Sickels, Sherri Nissen,
Sherri Boschee, Tim Kenyon, Barb Kenyon, Jewel
Baseley, Linda Huffman, Sheila Clausen, Daniel
Clausen, and Thom Guzman.

CHURCH COUNCIL minutes
October 21, 2025, 5:30 Meeting

Devotions by Pastor Jim

The meeting was called to order by President, Sandi Sickels with the following members in
attendance:

Jewel Baseley, Sherri Boschee, Daniel Clausen, Sheila Clausen, Thom Guzman, Linda Huffman,
Barb

Kenyon, Tim Kenyon, Pastor Jim, and Sherri Nissen. Chris Lane was absent.

M/S/C by Tim Kenyon and Sherri Boschee to approve the agenda

M/S/C by Tom Guzman and Jewel Baseley to approve the September minutes as amended by
spelling
Guzman correctly. Also add j) Green Valley for winter

M/S/C by Tim Kenyon and Daniel Clausen to approve October 12, 2025, Special
Congregational meeting.

M/S/C by Sherri Boschee and Tom Guzman to receive the treasurer’s report.

Approved expenses: Piano tuning and Sound System repair from the Worship & Music
budget/fund by

Sherri Boschee and Barb Kenyon. M/S/C by Tim Kenyon and Sheila Clausen to pay Pastor’s
expenses/

mileage Table until November — Living Lutheran magazine subscription

Pastor’s report— See Page 5



Old Business:

a)
b)

c)

d)

Building Use Agreement with Families First: This is currently on hold as Pastor Jim has not
heard from them.

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) November 23, 2025. They will provide a temple
talk.

Sound System update: the outside system is repaired and returned. We have had issues
with the Wi-Fi recognizing the office laptop, software matching and/or synching, and the
microphones. A meeting with all who help with AV and anyone new interested will be
invited.

Kansas City Conference: there was approx. 1500 participating with the focus on Cultural
Hospitality —being active and oriented to guest, Cultural Invitation — inviting quests to sit
with you and equip them with what is needed, and Cultural Generosity — being aware of
giving. Other points: what can we do outside of the church walls to be involved in the
community, have a labyrinth with youth inviting them to an offline/no cell phones activity
that is less stressful and not church related. This was seen as a leadership revival and those
interested should consider attending Sept. 29 — October 2, 2026.

New Business:

a)
b)
)
d)
e)
f)
g)

h)
i)

j)

November Benevolence: M/S/C by Tim Kenyon and Sherri Boschee to give to the Creston
High School band program to help all students attend the Disney Band trip.

Special Offering for Thanksgiving and Christmas: M/S/C by Tim Kenyon and Sherri Boschee
to give the offerings to the Christmas Basket fund.

M/S/C by Tim Kenyon and Sheila Clausen to decline a visit from the Gideon'’s to visit.
Council feels they do not fit our mission statement and Salem’s purpose.

Mutual Ministry — M/S/C by Tim Kenyon and Sherri Boschee to follow our constitution and
have Executive committee resume this responsibility.

Endowment Fund: what is the purpose and goal, reporting funds at the annual meeting.
Possible funding for Pastor’s salary in the future, Propose changing rules/guidelines
Christmas Tree — the women have donated $150.00, property committee will order and
pick up

Use of Fellowship Hall - AA to hold an annual joint meeting with another group— Nov. 8. M/
S/C by Tim Kenyon and Sheila Clausen to wave fees.

Brenna Peterson-Farnsworth’s, Office Assistant, First Day: Monday, September 20, 2025
Continuing Resolution: What does it mean to be a member, council member, discipleship,
etc — we need to look at this in the constitution so council can add/delete information as
needed. (Table until November meeting)

Green Valley snow removal: a letter was received stating they are charging a fixed amount
of %175 per month for five months. This is like last year. M/S/C by Sherri Boschee and
Sheila Clausen to accept Green Valley’s bid.

Continued on the next page



Salem Lutheran Church

October 21, 2025
Minutes Continued

Thank you to Sheila Clausen and family for the fall gifts that can be given to guests at church.

Committee Reports:

VI.

VII.

Christian Education: Kids are invited to wear Halloween costumes Nov. 2 for All Saints Day, with the
congregation passing out candy. This will be incorporated in the children’s sermon. On December 14

there will be a Christmas program.

. Church Property: They are working with Troy Schroeder to replace the air conditioning. They are also

getting bids for the basement restroom remodels. They repaired a piece on the playground. A re-

guest has been made for a trash can to be placed on the playground by the table.

Outreach Ministry: We will be providing a table with information about our services and goodies on
October25 at Bright Eyes in the Park. We will also be helping at the food pantry October 26.iv. Wor-
ship & Music: They are working on Advent services. They will be Dec. 3, 10, and 17 at 5:30. No meals

will be served this year.

. Memorial Committee:

Stewardship: they have started doing temple talks before service, and are working on leadership and

financially giving thank you notes
Endowment: see E in new business.

Long Range Planning: They are doing a book study on New Adapters and in the preliminary stages of

how to fill the role in the community.

The next executive meeting will be November 11 at 5:00pm, and the regular council meeting will

be Tuesday, November 18 at 5:30 pm. Opening devotions will be led by the pastor.

The meeting adjourned by Sherri Boschee and Sheila Clausen with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted: Sherri Nissen Council Secretary



REPORT OF THE PASTOR FOR SEPTEMBER/
OCTOBER

Attended Creston Hot Air Balloon Days parade

Attended Homecoming parade and game

Inaugural long range planning committee meeting

Attended the Installation of Bishop Scott Dalen in Council Bluffs
Attended Tri-Synod Fall Rostered Leader gathering in Clive

Attended Leadership Institute at Church of the Resurrection in Lea-
wood KS

Christian Education committee

Worship and Music committee
Stewardship Committee

Outreach Committee

Endowment Committee

Executive Committee

2 pastoral calls

2 guest follow up visits

Worship planning for Advent and Christmas

Sermon development and worship leadership



TO ALL OF YOU WHO HAVE MADE THIS DEDICATION SPECIAL, THE QUILTERS SAY
THANK YOU. TO THOSE WHO DONATED MONETARILY, THOSE WHO PURCHASED
ITEMS AND TO THOSE WHO MADE THE QUILTS OR PUT KITS TOGETHER, GOD BLESS
YOU IN DOING HIS WORK. SPECIAL THANKS TO GRACE LUTHERAN IN DES MOINES
FOR DELIVERING TO LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF.

THEY ARE DONATING:
“/f j 4\ 133 QUILTS, 26 SCHOOL KITS,
N ..3

[ é 20 BABY CARE KITS,

S AN wunch 18 PERSONAL CARE KITS AND 3 BLANKETS




Salem quilters would like to thank all of you who made it possible for the
huge In-Gathering we had on Sunday, October 12th at Grace Lutheran. Dedication
of 133 quilts, 18 personal kits, 20 baby layettes, 26 school kits, and 3 blankets
were made. Thank you also to the Nardys and the Taylors who delivered them to
Grace Lutheran in Urbandale. Quilters will continue to meet except for November
4th, election day. Salem women of WELCA met Sunday, October 19th to decide
on disbursement of money we made at our spring sale. The following charities
were included in the list: Lutheran services of Iowa, Global Health Ministries,
Creston Food pantry, Crisis Center, Matura, Creston Christmas basket, Appalachi-
an service project, Riverside Bible camp, Lutheran Lakeside Bible camp, Meals
for the Heartland, Salem Christmas tree, and The Long Table. Other business in-
cluded electing Elaine Fargo as chairperson for WELCA while Claudia Peppers
will continue as treasurer and Joyce Anderson as secretary.

Discussion of the Congregational thank offering for November was also
brought up for discussion. An executive decision was made to support The Long
Table. The container will be placed in the narthex labeled for our congregational
thank offering. Include non-perishable items as well as personal items.

= S

Saturday October 18th when we dropped
off quilts and kits to be shipped from Ur-
bandale to Lutheran World Relief in St.
Paul, MN. Chuck and Nancy Taylor and
Dennis and Becky Nardy took trucks load-
ed with quilts and kits to Grace Lutheran in

Urbandale.




God calls us to care for the vulnerable.

CASA volunteers advocate for children navigating the child welfare and foster care
system. Will you answer the call to care for these kids in our community?

Learn more: hhs.iowa.gov/CASA or 1-866-448-4608

I ( IWA | Health and Human Services

To Salem Lutheran Church Members

I would like to express my gratitude for all the faithful experiences I have been blessed with over the past 2
years serving as your secretary. Your support over my different trials and tribulations with my health just

shows how the Holy Spirit works amongst everyone in this church.

I will miss putting together your weekly services but know my next chapter of retirement will be enjoyed

traveling with my husband and our very spoiled dog—mini Aussie, Maggie.

I am hoping with my departure new beginnings with continued support will happen with your new secre-

tary, Brenna Peterson-Farnsworth.
Thank you so much again for all your support and wishing your continued faith will grow.
With Love & Prayers,

Brenda Strauss

Hello everyone, my name is Brenna! Some of you will know me because of who my mother is, and
some of you may know me from the vet clinic across the street. For those of you who don’t, I am a daughter of

former Admin, Clicia Farnsworth.

I have lived in Creston since I was three years old, I’'m a 2023 graduate of CHS, and I have my Associ-

ates of Science from SWCC. I am an animal lover and have a pet hedgehog named Navarre.

In the afternoons, I work at the Creston Vet Clinic, and in the evenings, | walk dogs out at Regency. In

my spare time, I am an avid reader & have over 300 books in my personal library.

I look forward to getting to know more of you as I get settled into the office!

Choir practice will be held on Wednesday’s
at 5:30 pm.

ALL SINGERS ARE

C Pul, m(:l](e WELCOME TO Choires
i Y(gg&lendar ATTEND Practice




Reduce your stress level by
taking time to unplug from

the wotld, open your Bible,
and listen to what God has
to tell you.

Nov 1: Matt 20-21

Nov 2: Luke 18:15-19:48
Nov 3: Mark 11; John 12
Nov 4: Matt 22; Mark 12
Nov 5: Matt 23; Luke 20-21
Nov 6: Mark 13

Nov 7: Matt 24

Nov 8: Matt 25

Nov 9: Matt 26; Mark 14
Nov 10: Luke 22; John 13
Nov 11: John 14-17

Nov 12: Matt 27; Mark 15
Nov 13: Luke 23; John 18-19
Nov 14: Matt 28; Mark 16
Nov 15: Luke 24; John 20-21
Nov 16: Acts 1-3

Nov 17: Acts 4-6

Nov 18: Acts 7-8

Nov 19: Acts 9-10

Nov 20: Acts 11-12

Nov 21: Acts 13-14

Nov 22: James 1-5

Nov 23: Acts 15-16

Nov 24: Gal 1-3

Nov 25: Gal 4-6

Nov 26: Acts 17-18:18

Nov 27:1/2 Thess

Nov 28: Acts 18:19-19:41
Nov 29: 1Cor 1-4

Nov 30: 1Cor 5-8

\ ~ Jason & Nicky Burg
l
|
'- November 25th
d | THaew 54 5'3»..14‘.': [y&mu.m,
| cimm—— -
BIRTHDAYS
Nicky Burg- 2nd Dorothy McNaught- 15th
Kaleb Cook- 5th Wayne Pantini- 19th
Sarah Lane- 6th Elaine Fargo- 21st
Thad Sickels- 7th Duane Schmidt- 24th

Reagan Guiter- 13th

Reese Guiter-13th

Fall Back 1 Howr



We pray for those people who are hurting and
going through some unimaginable circumstances.
We pray for those who want their lives to be better

and to be free from those things that may be

holding them back. We may not know them, but
God knows their situation. Amen.

Larry Kimball Tim Kinkade
. Dorothy Vanella Zach Henry
We can never thank our military men and . .
] . e Kathy Kendrick Arlan Biere
women enough for their service and sacrifice Sue McDonald Gregory Boschee

to our country and its people. Today we Meyer Mixdorf Becky Keuter

express gratefulness and honor to these Jerry Nissen Carol Ott
military troops, past and present. We pray to Christine Moffitt Gary Kessler
John Schlaht Lee Keuter

be shown ways in our communities, churches,
and families to thank and love them better. Sandy Kessler
Keep and protect these heroes and their
families. We ask this in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.

erlam CerIG 6:30 pm on Thursday, November 6th
4 o () Facilitator - Claudia Peppers,
| 7-‘! Hostess -Joyce Anderson, Lesson - Becky Nardy,
() Secretary - Joyce
All women are welcome!

Upcoming Events
November 2nd- “Costume Sunday”
November 4th- Election Day
November 6th- Mirium Circle
November 6th- Pastor out of Office
November 9th- Perspective Members Coffee
November 11th- Veterans Day
November 11th- Executive Council Meeting, 5:30 PM
November 18th- Council Meeting, 5:30 PM
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

2 Adult Sunday 3 4 5 6 7 8
School g am No Quilting Choir Practice Miriam Circle Ojﬁge Closed

Election at Salem 5:30 pm 6:30 pm
10am Worship &
Communion

5[ SAINTS SUNDAY

9 10 n Quilting 130 f2 3 14 15
Adult Sunday School Executive Committee | Choir Practice O_ﬂ{ce Closed
9am ) ) 5:30 pm
10 am Worship Council Meeting

5:30 pm
Perspective Members Veterans Day
Coffee after Worship

¥ Thank (//)//

VETERANS
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
10am Worship & Quilting 1:30 Choir Practice O‘ﬂ“we Closed
. 5:30 pm

Communion Council Meeting

5:30 pm
23 24 25 26 29
10 am Worship Quilting Choir Practice

1:30 5:30 pm

30

CASA Visit
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