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It may only be Monday of Holy Week as | write this, but anticipation is rising for our first
Vacation Bible School in a number of years. In partnership with Lutheran Lakeside Bible Camp,
Salem will be conducting a Day camp July 6-9. Lutheran Lakeside will be sending a team of
staff counselors to teach the program and provide music. Salem will provide volunteers to
serve a meal and snacks throughout the day, accompany children during the various activities,
provide housing and meals for the Lakeside team, and hopefully just join in the energy and
fun.

It’s our hope with this to serve the families around us with a wholesome activity for
children. Hopefully we will get to know some new friends and they will get to know us. Jesus
will be made known for sure.

The Christian Ed committee needs the help of Salem people in a number of areas. We
will need volunteers the week of camp—signups will be going out in the weeks to come for
food and ‘Aides.” We need your prayers for this initiative. Pray that this will be a safe and fun
experience. Pray that faith will grow.

We also need KIDS. We will need at least 25 campers registered for this to be a viable
event and you can help. Please spread the word—tell people about the camp. Tell families
you know who have school age children. Tell your own grandchildren. Even tell people
without children, so that they can spread the word to others. Send them to our website
(shortly!) in order to register.

Finally, please plan to attend the closing program for this event, even if you have not
been able to participate in any other way. Being a vital congregation means growing new
relationships with new people. Honoring children who have come to learn about Jesus is a
powerful way for us to show we care about children. Details about timing for the final
program on July 9 are still being set.

Let’s have some fun!

God Bless, Pastor Jim



Salem Lutheran Church

T March 17th, 2026 Minutes
President: Sandi Sickels = Treasurer: Barb Kenyon
V. President: Tim Kinyon Secretary: Sherri Nissen

Members: Jewel Baseley, Thom Guzman, Chris Lane, Linda Huffman, Sherri Boschee, Daniel Clausen, Sheila
Clausen, Sandi Sickels, Sherri Nissen, Tim Kenyon, Barb Kenyon

Devotions: Sandi Sickels

The meeting was called to order by President, Sandi Sickels with the following members in attendance: Jewel Baseley, Daniel
Clausen, Sheila Clausen, Thom Guzman, Linda Huffman, and Sherri Nissen.
Absent: Sherri Boschee, Barb and Tim Kenyon, Chris Lane, and Pastor Jim

Approve the Agenda: M/S/C by Sheila Clausen and Daniel Clausen
Approve February Council Minutes: M/S/C by Thom Guzman and Jewel Baseley

Treasurer’s Report: As presented, Barb Kenyon is absent
Receiving the Treasurers’ report: M/S/C by Sheila Clausen and Linda Huffman

Approve Expenses: None currently
Pastor’s Report: See attached

Old Business:
SCAN Code for Prayer Request - Tabled
Welcome Sign — recommendation to move this to Long Range Planning
M/S/C by Sheila Clausen and Jewel Baseley with regret to accept Jodi’s resignation effective 4/30/26
26
Pastor’s vacation April 6-10 (he will be here April 12 for worship)
Synod Assembly — Pastor and Thom are registered and rooms booked
Pulpit Supply May 17 — Jim MclIntosh
New Business:
M/S/C by Tom Guzman and Sheila Clausen April Benevolence to go to LSI
FYI: AA would like a space to put extra chairs: space has been cleaned out for this
M/S/C by Sherri Nissen and Thom Guzam to give $150 from special funds to help fund welcoming gifts
for guests. Sheila will purchase
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Committee Reports:

Christian Education: They are working on plans for VBS July 6-9. Brenna is working on a SCAN code for
registration, volunteers are needed for group leaders, delivering cards/fliers, planning /preparing
snacks and meals, etc. Housing has been secured for the four counselors but meals or gift cards
will need to be provided.

Church Property: The men’s restroom has been gutted, painted, and new flooring installed. There was mold
on the north wall so it had to be taken care of with cleaning, a barrier put up, and new panel. The
floor tiles were curled too much and couldn’t be glued so they were all taken up before the new
flooring was put down. J & A disposed of these. AJ has disposed of the old fixtures. Once the
women’s restroom is complete all other materials will be disposed of. We are waiting on the new
fixtures to be put in and dividers to ship.

Outreach Ministry: We served approximately 70 people at the Ecumenical Lenten service and $1,478 was
collected for Ministerial Alliance. April 19 we will help at the food pantry, and Meals of the
Heartland April 22.

Worship & Music: The have planned services through April. They have also worked with the altar guild and
called each person to get confirmation for monthly responsibilities. A new sign up/task sheet has
been made and posted in the back as well as on the bulletin boards. One thing you will notice is
that during the months of May through Fall banners are not required, so this is optional for
those who have signed up for those months. This will be a change. Brenna will be sending
reminders monthly to everyone, that is their responsibility. We need to check the organ contract
as two service times have been missed, and some keys are not working.

Memorial Committee: some have been monitoring basement restroom project

Stewardship:

Endowment:

Long Range Planning: They are working on how to plan: asking what keeps people attending church and how
to involve others. They will be working on what to include in a new welcoming sign.

Other: Clausen’s will be providing Easter breakfast serving scrambled eggs, biscuits/gravy, and Jello parfaits.

The next executive meeting will be April 14 at 4:00, and the regular council meeting will be Tuesday, April 21
at 5:30 pm. Pastor will lead opening devotions. (Sheila and Sherri will not be at the meeting)

The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted: Sherri Nissen, Council Secretary

Lord, we lift up our loved ones who are in need of healing. Let Your Holy Spirit work within them, bringing
comfort and hope to where there is pain and uncertainty. May Your presence be felt in every moment, and
may Your peace guard our hearts as we wait for your miraculous touch. Thank you, Lord, for hearing our
prayers and for being our ever-present help in times of need. We give You all the Praise and glory, trusting in
vour unfailing love and mercy. In Jesus name, Amen.

Larry Kimball, Dorothy Vanella, Kathy Kendrick, Sue McDonald, Lee Keuter, Gary Kessler, Tim Kinkade,
Meyer Mixdorf, Zach Henry, Arlan Biere, Gregory Boschee, Becky Keuter, Carol Ott, Jerry Nissen, Christine
Moffitt, Sandy Kessler, Josh Kendrick, Betty Wager, Gail Peterson, Phillip Eason, Roxanne & Jack Wilson,
family of Gary Riley, Jen Bush, Tim Sickel’s family, and Diane Nielsen.

We can never thank our military men and women enough for their service and sacrifice to our country and
its people. Today we express gratefulness and honor to these military troops, past and present. We pray to
be shown ways in our communities, churches, and families to thank and love them better.

Keep and protect these heroes and their families.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen. Page 3



The Western lowa Synodical Women’s Organization Convention

Dear Convention Delegates & Visitors,

The Western lowa Synodical Women’s Organization Convention will be held Saturday, June
20,2026, at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1011 E 13" St., Atlantic la.

Registration opens at 8:45, the convention will begin at 9:30.

Theme Verse — Go and Do Likewise! Luke 10:37b

Convention Hymns - Jesu, Jesu, Fill us with your love ELW #708 to open the convention.
We are marching in the light — ELW # 866 to close the convention.

Keynote Speakers — Jan Rosdail-Aegerter, Lynn Egesdal, Denise Kramer Tolzmann. They will
give a program on the mission trip they took to Tanzania, last year.

Speakers: DEM Pastor Melissa Pickering, Barbra Jotzke-Torrier from LSI, Churchwide Rep. Lin-
da Clarke

Worship with communion —Pastor Melissa Pickering and Pastor Laurie Boysen

Bible Study- Billie Jo Shahan

Craft Activity — Easy craft to remind us of the Theme “Go and Do Likewise!”

Delegates (voting members): You are encouraged to review the information on nominees and
review the proposed budget. These items will be emailed to you prior to the convention, so
you will be informed and ready to vote at the appropriate times. It is important that you in-
clude your email address when sending in your registration forms. Each church unit is asked to
send one delegate to the convention, if a church has not specified voting delegates, one will be
appointed by the board, from the delegates that have registered. It is important that we have
voting members in attendance so we can conduct the business of the Women of Western lo-
wa. We will be using red and green voting cards this year.

In-kind Offering: West Central Community Action (WCCA) is a non-profit organization serving
10 counties in Southwest lowa. Each county operates its own office and offers various pro-
grams to support families and individuals. Suggested donations are attached.

Offering: Our convention offering will be split equally between WELCA, Igumbilo girls’ school,
and Campus Ambassadors.

Hotels: America’s Best Value Inn & Suites, 1902 East 7" St. Atlantic, 712-243-4723 (Approx. 1
mile from the church)

Rock Island Inn & Suites, 1702 SW 7" St. Atlantic, 712-243-1600 (Approx. 2.7 miles from the
church)

Meals: Morning coffee, lunch, and take-home treats are included in your registration fee.

The synodical board has worked together to plan a wonderful day of fun and fellowship. We
are excited to gather again with the women of Western lowa. We encourage you to come to
enjoy the friendships we have built over the years, and to be lifted up by the experiences of the
day.

Women of the Western lowa Synodical Board



West Central Community Action (WCCA)

West Central Community Action (WCCA) is a nonprofit organization that covers ten counties
in Southwest lowa. Each county maintains its own office and offers many programs that serve
families and individuals. West Central Community Actions mission is empowering families and
individuals to achieve their highest potential. Items and donations collected will be given to
the Atlantic Office. This office maintains a personal care pantry as well as conducting a back
to school drive in July and August. They also will accept monetary donations to help purchase
supplies. Please make checks out to St Paul’s Lutheran WELCA for distribution to WCCA.
Items for Donation
Monetary Donations

Monetary donations will be used to purchase supplies and to support other local programs.
Please make checks payable to St. Paul’s WELCA so we can write one check to them.
Personal Care Iltems

Paper towels and Toilet Paper

Laundry soap and Dryer Sheets

Full size Shampoo and Conditioner

Body Wash, Soaps, Lotions

Toothpaste and Toothbrushes

Deodorant

Feminine Hygiene products

School Supplies

Back Packs

Notebooks

Pens and Pencils

Color Crayons and Markers
Folders

Rulers

Scissors

Registration Sheet is provided on page 8




Reduce your stress level by
taking time to unplug from
the world, open your Bible,
and listen to what God has
to tell you.

Judges 6-7

judges 8-9

Judges 10-12

Judges 13-15

Judges 16-18

Judges 19-21

Ruth

1Samuel 1-3

1Samuel 4-8

1Samuel 9-12

1Samuel 13-14

1Samuel 15-17

1Samuel 18-20

Psalm 11/59

1Samuel 21-24

Psalm 7/27/31/34-52
Psalm 56/120/140-142
1Samuel 25-27

Psalm 17/35/54/63
1Samuel 28-31/Psalm 18
Psalm 121/123-125/128-130
2Samuel 1-4

Psalm 6/8-10/14/16/19/21
1Chronicles 1-2

Psalm 43-45/49/84-85/87
1Chronicles 3-5

Psalm 73/77-78
1Chronicles 6

Psalm 81/88/92-93
1Chronicles 7-10

Psalm 102-104

Justin Peppers 1st
Ryli & Kaci Abildtrup 4th
Barb Kenyon 4th
Heather Peterson  6th
Randy Cook 10th
Sara Bolinger 11th

Dennis Nardy
Linda Huffman
Kaylee Ott

Jodi Hitz

Lamona Bilderback
Alex Kenyon

Miriam Circle will meet on Thursday, April 9th

at 6:30

17th
19th
23rd
26th
29th
29th

Page 6



il 3

L7

Thu

v
"=
F

Sun Mon Wed ri Sat
1 2 Service@5:30 | 3 Service @ 5:30 | 4
i N MAUNDY 4 2 K
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6:15 ——o—
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10am Worship & | Bible Study | Quilting @ 1:30 | Choir @ 5:30 | Miriam Circle
CASTER SUNDAYIREES Meeting @ OFFICE
- Closed
it Bell Coir @
6:15
12 13 14 15 16 18
10am Worship Bible Study | Quilting @ 1:30| Choir @ 5:30 | Bell Coir @
@6 6:15 OFFICE
19 20 21 22 23 25
10 am Worship & | Bible Study | Quilting @ 1:30 | Choir @ 5:30 | Bell Coir @
Communion @6 6:15 OFFICE
Food Pantry Vol- %éed
unteer @ 12
26 27 28 29 30
10am Worship Bible Study | Quilting @ 1:30| Choir @ 5:30 | Bell Coir @
@6 6:15

Pastor Jim and Brenna are off on Fridays
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Western lowa Synodical Women’s Organization
Annual Convention

Go and Do likewise! Luke 10: 37b
Registration begins at 8:45 A.M., convention begins at 9:30 A.M.
June 20, 2026
St. Paul Lutheran Church
1011 E 13th St., Atlantic la

Please Print:

Name: Address:

City, State, Zip Code:

Phone #: Email Address:

Church & City: Cluster:

Legacy Fund Contribution:

Special Diet Needs:

Please Indicate for which you are registering:
Delegate (Voting member): Visitor:

One delegate from each church is asked to attend the convention.
Registration Deadline is June 12th, 2026

Registration fees: Single Person registration- $35.00
Friendship Trio— 3 people for $75.00
1st Time Attendees- $10.00
Youth Ages 12-18— Attend as a guest for no fee

All registrants will need to fill out the form; trio registration should be sent together in on
envelope. Youth 12-18 will just need to send in the registration form. Reminder that each
church is entitles to one delegate, delegates are needed to vote for new board members.
The Legacy Fund will be used to offset expenses for 1st time attendees. Please be sure to
include your email address.
Please direct any questions to Sue Boblit at 712-260-2258 or sdboblit@gmail.com

Send registration form with check payable to Western lowa Synodical Women’s Organization
to: Sue Boblit, 104 E 1st St., Spencer la 51301 712-260-2258 or sdboblit@gmail.com




SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
602 W Townline
Creston, lowa 50801

Pastor: Jim Mossman
641-344-2420
pastorjim@salemluth.net

Office: Brenna Peterson-Farnsworth
office@salemluth.net

Facebook:
SALEM Lutheran
Church-Creston, lowa

Website: salemluth.net
YouTube
Salem Lutheran Church Creston IA




