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	I got to do something this month that is increasingly rare for Americans. I went on a two week vacation. We mostly visited family in Minnesota and Colorado. It turned out to be the right sort of time off for us, as Lorinda and I both started the vacation with summer colds. Nothing too bad, but enough of a cough to keep us from sleeping well. So we had a number of slow days enjoying the hospitality of Lorinda's Aunt and Uncle, reading and bird watching on their back porch. We also visited a national wildlife refuge in Nebraska, took in the new Odyssey movie, and attended the performance of Twelfth Night at the Colorado Shakespeare Festival. I was somewhat anxious about setting out with such open ended plans, but it turned out to be perfect.

